
  

 

ENCOUNTER OF BANANA WORKERS 

RESOLUTIONS OF THE BANANA HEARING WORKING GROUP 

 

In view of the legal and factual information presented during the Banana Hearing, we 

hold the Ecuadorian State - and other States in the region - accountable for the 

continuous and systematic failure to respect the environment and the rights of nature, as 

well as the human rights of banana workers – women and men – and communities 

surrounding the plantations. This situation brings a further disrespect of human rights; in 

particular of the right to health, water and a healthy environment; labour rights and social 

security, even though States are under the obligation to protect its citizens and 

guarantee full enjoyment of their rights. 

Recommendations by the Banana Hearing Working Group:  

1. Support the regionalization process of workers’ trade union organisations that 

departs from joint actions by the trade unions in different Latin American 

countries, including capacity building processes in labour rights of women and 

men workers.  

2. Following ASTAC's complaint to the ILO, a preliminary report was prepared 

recommending the Ecuadorian State to register the Associación Sindical de 

Trabajadores Agr´colas y Campesinos ASTAC at the Ministry of Labour as the 

banana sector’s trade union branch, so that it can fully perform with all authority 

its task of defending the rights of banana workers. 

3. Precautionary measures to protect ASTAC’s trade union members so that they 

can safely carry out their advocacy work in human rights. This extends to other 

unions in the region such as SINTRACOL in the Urabá region and 

SINTRAGRANCOL in the whole of Colombia. 

4. Carrying out a comprehensive assessment of the impact caused by the banana 



plantations in Ecuador, which includes the environmental, health, nature and 

labour impact, both at the plantations, and in their areas of influence. 

5. Based on the results of these assessments, the implementation of a 

comprehensive reparation system, which includes the restoration of the physical 

and mental health of the affected population and the complete restoration and 

remediation of the destroyed ecosystem. This process is to be carried out with 

the full participation and to the satisfaction of the victims, and with the State’s 

guarantees of non-repetition of the violations. This repair must begin in the areas 

already identified, where the State recognizes the negative impact caused by the 

use of pesticides. 

6. Suspend air fumigation with Mancozeb and the use of chlorpyrifos in all banana 

plantations in Ecuador. Likewise, implement a stop on all fumigation while 

banana workers are on the farm (at least a 24-hour non-entry period after 

application), or in the immediate surroundings of houses and crops. 

7. That the institutions of the State effectively enforce compliance of protection 

laws, as well as of the necessary and existing regulations that prohibit fumigation 

at less than 1 km from populated areas. This institutionalism must take action 

against corruption in the banana plantations as well as in the mega hydraulic 

projects associated to them, which are an expression of the political and financial 

power possessed by the oligarchies. 

8. Respect the environmental and social rights contained in the trade agreement 

between the European Union and Ecuador, which came into force in January 

2017. Otherwise, the trade agreement is to be repealed in view of the huge 

ecological debt involved.  

9. This institutionalism must also ensure the safety of workers, including air 

personal, and moving away from blaming workers for breaches of the laws 

perpetrated by the banana plantations. 

10. Take into account the specific issues faced by women in banana production: 

lower wages, sexual harassment, increased exposure due to activities such as 

those in the washing station or a higher prevalence of specific diseases in 

women, as well as health issues related to abortions, malformations, childcare 

and nursing the sick, particularly those with disabilities associated with 

agrochemical contamination.  

  



 

11. That the constitutional law be observed by suspending all activity related to the 

development of genetically modified bananas, which threatens to deepen the 

model of mega banana plantation, harmful air fumigation, and unfair labour 

conditions.  

12. Prevent new forms of reconstituting large estates (latifundio) and the current 

expansion of banana monoculture, which causes exclusion and displacement of 

small family farms with a diverse and rich agricultural production.  

13. Prevent the prosecution of social leaders, while generating emblematic court 

cases against transnational corporations involving European and Latin American 

societies. 

14. Commission studies related to the transition towards the ecological cultivation of 

bananas, as well as the implementation of decent working conditions. It is 

necessary to have a committed academia to remedy the ills of banana 

plantations.  

15. Request a formal visit to Ecuador of the United Nations Right-to-Food 

Rapporteur in order to assess the situation described in this document.  

For a banana production that respects life and the rights of those who work in its 

production, this Working Group declares itself in permanent session, vigilant so that 

these recommendations are put in place.  

Members of this WG are: Marena Briones, Fernando Gutiérrez, Carolina Portaluppi, 

Pancho Huerta, Martha Roldós, Diego Cano and Billy Navarrete.  

 


