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The aim of development education workshops “The World in the Shopping Cart”is to point out the relation
between our consumption behaviour and seemingly hard to influence problems of the so called global
South, i.e. to highlight that developing and economically developed countries are mutually interconnected
through trade and consumption. During the workshops particular problems of (not only) developing coun-
tries (extreme poverty, poor working conditions, felling of rainforests etc.) are explained to students on the

examples of products which are daily consumed (cocoa, chocolate, coffee, cotton T-shirt or jeans, Coca-Cola
and others).

The workshops include searching for and introduction to environmentally and socially friendly alternatives
for responsible consumers such as Fair Trade, FSC (forest and wood certification) and organic products.

One of the main aims of the programme is to make students think about the issues in their context, assess
critically the presented information and formulate their own opinion or attitude.

The educational programme “The World in the Shopping Cart”is a part of a campaign on responsible con-
sumption of the same name.

&

The workshops from the programme “The World in the Shopping Cart”:

Coffee Way Too Strong. Coffee and (un)fair trade

Bitter Taste of Chocolate. Cocoa and child labour

Clothes Make the Man... And who makes the clothes? Cotton and working conditions in garment industry
Who Likes the Jungle. The causes and consequences of felling rainforests

Coca-Colonization. On transnational corporations (not only) in developing countries

Banana Spots. How tropical farmers live with pesticides

Over Troubled Water. Water as a precondition for development

Clothes Make the Man... And who makes the clothes? Cotton and working conditions in garment industry
Published by the Society for Fair Trade, Brno 2008

www.fairtrade.cz
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Instructions For Use

Dear teachers,

#

are made up of several connected actrwtles, arranged foacc
reallsatron of what the information means — reﬂectlon

nication skills. Above all, theprogramm :
sponds to two broad topics: 1) Educatron and ‘l‘hought in European and Global Context, and 2) Enwronmental Ec
The workshops serve as a good mtroductron to these afeasr. pic
expanded with their own activities. '

The purpose of this manual is to provide a det ailed methodology for |
your Shopping Cart, and to support the methodology wath infOrma ¢
or her own time as possible preparrng the workshop e

Methodology

In the presentation of the methodology we have mentroned the objectwes fulfilled by the WO
Partial objectives then show up in concrete activities, as do lists ¢ fteachlng aids,
Minimum two hours - - -
The workshops are conceived for a minimum of two teach}ng hours, but it would be even better to extend the program
and dedicate further time, especially to discussion. Thrs is particularly attractive and useful to older students, because in
addition to working on important comm \ave the opportunity - in the context of confvontatlon with
others - to refine their own opinions and attitudes. The suggested schedule comes from the experience of teachers who
have held the workshops numerous times -:Nevertheless, the teachers who have tried the workshops for us led them in

widely differing allotments of time (e.g. 1x2, 2x1, 2x2, or 1x3 teaching hours jSo in addition to bemg posszble within nor-
mal teaching hours, the workshops are well suited to spectal ac '

Appendices

In the methodological part of the manual we have presen £
also be found in the part entitled ‘Ap endices! :

&

“The resources marked with ) ¢ 7

site: www.svetvnakupnimkosiku. czjskolyl materlaly (the password for access to these reso
be sent to you after you register. : . :
co se zaregistrujete.). :

To make sure that the individual building blocks of the workshop mesh together, we have wsually drffe n lated
the information in the text. . . '

Important contributions from the teacher, whs€h sum up what shou!d stand out in the course of an actw;

€} The windows for ‘Transition to__t_h_e__ ‘

Information Materials

Documentation has been structured in th e kinds oftext field: the main zext on a coloured background is supplem nted

by the text frames, which give illustrative examples or relevant details. The bullet points in the margin are designed to ori-
entyou in the main text by summarising the basic message of the correspondin section of te t. The bullet pomts allowa
quick reading of the text when you are repeating the workshop, and you can '

xt activ:ty facrlrtate the ﬂuertt progress of the workshop

lobalrsed world and that they Wl[l
end suggestsons for mprovement, as well

We hope that these materials will be adependable guide to some aspects o
|nsp|re you to further develop these toplcs wrth your students We invite you-




. Students descnbe how:cotto""" s processed up to the point when it
- becomes clothing . - .

Students explam the en\nronmental |mpact of growmg cotton

~+ Students enumerate the nsks connected with the process of pro-
ducmg clothes. : -

Students deduce the causes of the abuse of workers in the textlle
industry in developing countrle_ __: : -

«  Students uncover the connection between consumptlon by resi-
dents of developed countries and the working conditions of em-
pioyees in the textile mdustry in developmg countries.

+ Students enumerate the consumer alternatives to conventional
~ cotton clothing, e.g. bio-cottor, more environmentally- friendly
atural materials, fair trade and consumer campalgns, or reductlon _
of;consumptlon : '

[_e of an overworked seamstress in

ia inforrnation fro_ip_text',jand com pare

: Students work out and discuss posslble soluttons to the problem of .
worklng condlﬂons in th _textrle lndustry - :

'On the basis of the information avallabie, students arrive at their
own vrewpomts, and forrnuiate them inan appropriate way

.At'tfl"tudes:

- ically evaluate the existence of unequal opportunities
In_dlfferent parts of the world‘- . - et

i1 Groupsize: 15-30

aa,:ge Resources::

(ideally 15 students)

€23 buration: 100-130 minutes

(2 or 3 teaching hours)

chairs corresponding to the number
of students

aflipchart or blackboard + a set of
markers (or chalk)

pencils and glue

a wall map of the world on which
students can draw

coloured post-its (in the most outra-
geous colours possible)

3 sheets of wrapping paper

a set of note cards with a description
of the phases of production for each
group (see Appendices Act. 1)
printouts of photos*

a (D with appropriate music

one ‘Welcome to the sweatshop'
diagram for each student, and one
note card with a description of the
phase of production that he or she
will be carrying out

one copy of the article for each
student (see Appendices Act. 6)

one copy of the code of ethics (see
Appendices Act. 7)

different attitudes written on large
sheets of paper (see Appendices
Act. 8)

printouts of photos of hemp, flax,
and bio-cotton clothing, a fair trade
t-shirt, ideally pieces of hemp and
flax fabric, and one leaflet for each
student

* found at: www.svetvnakupnimkosiku.cz/

skoly/materialy
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Students evaluate their own power and the respons:blhty they ;
globailsed world

Sy e e T R

i
S

Name of Actl\r;ty Typef of Actmty Duration
T (harrs ' ice- breaker _ 5-10min.
2 How we rhcmse ourdarhes 5 bramstorming 2-5min o

3 Made in map work TG 'IS min.

TR B

group wurk makmg and the phases of textlie processmg and (Eothmg pruductmn and the L

§ 4A jeal ZMG)"min.

S0 endiojers presentmg posters soclal and enwronmental nsks associated with them ;

%’_ ...... a i 3 : e

L ! locating the component ph ses in jean roductmna{{ordm ta | :

¢ 5. Denim rmve."ague ' - map work can b i jeans'p g 5 min,

P e L gy B

6. We:‘comemrheSweatshap hanﬂ?s-cn anivity smuiaﬂan ofthewarkmg condrtmns masweatshop - 5-10min.
7 The (oa‘e Vs, Reahry o work withtexts comparison of two texts 8-10 min.
SPamrofWew z takmg upviewpnints 8-10 min.
9, Ah‘emarwes on rheMarket discussion _ _ _ ' 20min.

e . R

Preparing the work space:

For this workshop you will need a free classroom with a circle of ch_éf'i}.a

Abbreviated version:

If time is short, you may split the program mto several shorter b!ocks, or leave out some actzvn;les ent:re!y

From the point of view of the objectwes of the program, it is feas:ble to leave out Activity 1 ‘Cha:rs Actavrty 4:
From seed to jeans’ requires the most time. It can be shortened by leaving out the creative part of making the
posters and just putting the papers descrlblng the phases of pm' uction in order. Ifit is notimportant for you
and your students to analyse the environmental and social risks in the production of cotton clothes, then--you
can leave the activity out since the students will bneﬂy meet the component phases of producnon in Activity 5:
Denim travelogue. - -

You can dedicate one teaching hotr to gemng to know how cotton clothes are manufactured (Actmtles 1-5),
and in the second you can focus attention on the situation of workers in the textile mdustry (Actwltles 6- 9) and
give more room to discussion about the alternatives.

Amplification:

If, on the other hand, you want to look at a topic more thoroughly, you can amphfy the workshop to look at the
activities of brands and fashion trends. If you have time and space, this topic lends itself to being extended to a
one- or more day project, whose components could be, for example, mapping the life of garments, looking for
old clothes in closets and ascertaining where they may have been; fashion shows, conversations with objects;
meetings with senior citizens (and discussions about their relationsh|ps wlth objects), school clothmg exchanges
workshops on processing wool, ﬁctwe consumer campaigns etc -




ACtiVity1 :Ch airs q ff Duration: 5-10 minutes

. Stﬁﬂg_pts éﬁk‘pr___t__?.-és the relationship between _ghem's"ely_es; their p'efgi?sqnal:i_:ty,
_ andtheirclothes. e -

P
e

o
" Resources:

« achair for every student and for one
of the teachers

lntroductmntotheact:wty

» Ifyou are not familiar wsththegroup, present yourself and the program in the introduction. E.g.: ‘Now we are

going to chat for a while about our clothes, because as we know, clothes make the man. Maybe now yo

_ i u are telling
 yourself thqfthi_,g;is something for my family to worry about, or a topic for the ladies’ club. But we can

also ask a

 Oneof the'ftée'a'c__!jef

] chers, along with the s__tudéhts}_briﬁé;s chairs, and 3§he-_secon(§5fgsks the students to form a circle
with the chairs, and '

Positions him- or herself in the middle of the circle.
The teacher again says his or her name, and adds some characteristic of his or her relationship to clothing, e.g.

My name is Arnost and of all the clothes out there, | prefer overalls...“ or My name is Kunhuta, and | would never
buy a_nyth}‘_r_i_g in a used _dorhii?__g shop.... - e

Those in the c'i";iai(s', fo:‘_éf\é&hiqm thi affirmation is also true, stand up and quickly change places. Meanwhile,
the person in the middle of the circle quickly grabs one of the free seats. The person left without a chair stays
_in the middle of the circle and continues in the same way. ' e

:"""‘-f::.._ __'The;.qu:é&:ti\'fg is to get ydﬁfseifquf of the middle of the circle by tﬁinking up some statement which will also

be true for at least one of the seated persons. Thus the students gradually take turns in the middle.

- e s s e —

Important contributions from the teacher: _ - : ; :
+ Ideally, these statements should be insights which while widely varying, will also reveal what strikes us asinteresting about clothes
_  and ourway of dressing. o = e :

, o »  In case they ever end up in the middle of the circle, teachers should be prepared with characteristics touching on the aspects of
i o clothing dealt with in the workshop, e.g. above average consumption, giving in to trends, other fabrics: /| am wearing at least one
item which is more lhan:t_hree years old.’ ‘| can't stand guys who tuck their t-shirts into their trousers." ‘At home I have at least one

- item of clothing made out of flax. e = e
. . R - 1 S e s c s T M‘,)

Tlpsforleadmg theactwlty

~+ The contribution of this acti ty to the workshop is to relax the atmosphere at the beginning, and to let the

~ teachers and students get acquainted with one another.

i wé"\é'rg_ﬁwor!é'i?\g. w'ithfi'g_rouﬁﬁ_jghat wggza__l__ready- 'k'n_q_w"f, it _niay n _ot "b:e;gneg:gsséry to linger on the introductions.
- Nevertheless, it may be useful because the other objective is to become aware of the relationship me - my

- personality - my clothing.

- The game may start to get olcffziiéfgy}e ex?ér){pne has had aturnin themlddle In this case we end the game
~and ask any students who h ven't been in the middle of the circle to introduce themselves one by one.

Ifthe th-ai%écteﬁétics mentioned y thestudents start to be centred onju

_ {{ y ] : entred or ine thing (e.g.’l like blue! like
~ yellow!etc), then at that point it would be a good idea for one of the teachers to intentionally’ get stuck in




the middle of the circle and to bring up
who base themselves alot on: thelr clothe 3

e s e AV e i it

Transmon to the next actmty'

«  Eg. 0K we have indirectly shown each other, how our dothes define us, ormaybe how we prrsenr aurpermna!tms ﬂ?mugh our rhar(f
of dothing. Now!er s looka little closer at how we choose our clothes. .

r topic (e.g.l don't like people

bk Duration: 2-5 minutes

;"‘:
" Resources:

+  blackboard or flipchart

»  chalk or markers which will then be pamtularly useful for fhe closing summary.

"--=-:-Procedure.

~+ Find outbe orehat ther the studen _ndefsta_nd the term
--.-.-stormmg. and explam itt them if necessar:

«Invite the students tq_thmk up as many criteria as poss:ble, accordmg to
which they choose thei clothes. Write them one after another on the black-
b"ard When all the ideas are exhausted, end the activity.

By way of conclusmn emphasrse that you wui Teturn to this hst

; lmportant contnhutlon from the :ead1er _
+  We buy dothes according to many criteria, some of which we may noteven be aware of.

e

e e S e S M

Tips for leading the activity-

ers, etc. Further-
more, see the closing summary '

e s e T T

Transntlon to the next actnnty'

« Eg.. ‘0K, that was the theory and now we are going to have fo asksame questions that hit a little closer to home. Let's look at our bﬂd:es,
and ascertain how rhe rexnfe mdustry s spread over the won’d

) Duration: 10-15 minutes ACt“’lty 3 MADE IN

" Resources: Objectlve

wall map . __::The students say where our cIothmg comes from and deduce that at present

: _most of the textlie mdustry has been rnoved tothe deve!opmg cauntrles to
coloured post-its fo south

+ The students gwe reasons for why this is so, and could alsu give examp]es




=

Procedure: o
- Ask the students to ascertain what ih:formatiqn is stated on the tab_s__of the clothing they
are wearing right now. If they can't read their own tags themselves, they can read each
_ others The particularly important information is the type of material and the country of

origin. | . = : .

~ Hand out coloured postlts and ask the S£Qdents_3ip write what they have discovered about
~_ Materials and countries of origin on them. They can then stick them onto the wall map on
~ those countries of origin. If a label did not state the garment’s country of origin, the post-it

should be stuck in a place we will call no-man's land’ (e.q. Antarctica, the map key, or the

~edge of the map). The mo'r:ei'post-it"s'":'e'ach student puts on the map, the more representa-

valuate the result together. There is no need to com-
it, only to attempt to comprehend the prevalent trends.

_ the reasons fOIWhICh the textile industry is spread out
y the way that the map with the post-its shows. Write the rea-

n precisel

i

sons on the blackboard.

over the world

. Ifthe students can't come up with any reasons, then you can ask them - for example -
~ What do these countries, where most clothing comes from, have in common?‘ If you wanted
~ tosetupaclothing factory, how would you choose the country to set it up int:

R T s e e

Important contribution from the teacher:
«  Emphasise that the distribution of the textile industry represented here is not accidental; the reasons for it can be deduced. If the |
students cannot guess the reasons themselves (which is highly unlikely), use leading questions to suggest at least the aspects of ':
cheap labour, the dependence of locals on work in factories owned by foreign investors, and the looser legislation in developing |
countries. : !

SR ——

e

::'_;;Tipg_fc;r leading the act vity: ff

 better if the students gather irjfp:rmaft}'on from their clothing labels inside
n't ask them to investigate their underwear, and don't let them go else-
vels. That would make the activi

T s et b e R S e

is difficult to guess beforehand how the resulting picture of the textile industry will look,

_because 15 or 30 students don't really represent a large enough sample. If it turns out that

the location of production in developing countries is not obvious at first glance, you can

~ atleast emphasise the reality, illustrated by the picture, that the textile industry is highly
globalised. i - f

'Sometimes we can't find out where much of the clothing is from (i.e. there are a lot of post-

_ itsin‘no-man’s land’). But we can emphasize how little clothing comes from the Czech

Republic or the countries nearest to it. And that in spite of the long tradition of manufac-

turing textiles here. (If THESE trends aren’t evident from the post-its either, you will have

no choice but to wriggle out of the situation somehow, possibly by looking for another
ection between the various post-its) :

~ connection Detwer

+ Note that in order for a developed country to be listed as the cbhntryiiéf_oriai'_n on the label,
often itis only necessary for a part of the production to be carried out there

Adabréd froman acnwty de?_ ':_:oped_{;y the Agsm'a_n-organisarfqhéﬂ&‘uédwr‘nd Agentur
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Activity 4: From the seed to the j_eans
Objective:

Procedure:

Trans:tlon to the next actrwty
«  Eg. Sowe have answered the question of WHERE amf nﬁw we will look more losely at HOW In each group yau ﬁave at least rwo pa.srs
}  ofjeans, so that you can see the end product of the process that starts with a cotton seed. _ But what happens in the meantime? We have
a natural tendency to perceive things in such a way, that we pmbabr? just think that s mehow our dlothes get made. . ...but we're not
qoing to stop at simply learning about the manufacturing process and being able fo appreaare how complicated it is. We also want to
find out whether some steps m the process pose a risk to people or the environm ent.. -

B s i e e B

Fa .. : £ '5@‘;5; 2 '"'-;‘

Students describe the complicated pi _ess of 'anufacturlng ;eans - # Resources: e
'  asheet of wrapping paper

S _asetofmarkers andglue

 set of note cards with the phases nf |

-

Students enumerate the social and enwronmen
phases. G

Students work in groups on creatmg' po: '

Students present the results Of the work to the rest of the groups |

Explain to the students what their task is - i.e. to put the note cards repré?' '
senting the phases of production into their cnrrect order, s:tuate them on
their poster and creatively fill up the posters rth photos or their own draw-
ings. . L

s come into being; for each phase all of the nsks should be | em-
the group has to agree on the final form of th ;poster.

It should be clear from the posters how
phasised on the posters. At the same tt:
cards
the mam tendenc:es in the textiie.ihdustry,

Distribute to the groups the note card sets descnbmg.the phases of production. The thre
should be slightly different in the way that they m
particularly in the phase where the clothes are se

Encourage the students not to limit their creatwft and to use he ph'ot"ographs which we have discreetly
placed on desks or tables to be picke d_up at WII Just a small part of each photograph should be enough S0

that something a bit different turns up on eac poster 10 minutes should be enough for makmg the past-
ers. LR

During the time allotted to the students fc:r makmg the posters it would be a good idea to turn on some
lively music, both as background, and as a signal that there is still time for_the poster&, Warn the students :
when half the time is up, and also two mmutes before the end :

Next comes the presentatlon in which the groups set out one by one, thelr results to the rest of;the students,

each group.




S = s T T T S S ——
#

Important contrlbution from the teacher' ;

- Cotton is one of the most chemically treated crops out there, and the substances used to treat it are poisonous to more than justthe ¢
organisms waiting at the end of the process.

«  Indeveloping countries, substances are routinely sold which have been prohibited in Europe because of their toxicity. "

&7 - Theprofits from the sale of pesticides mostly end up in the accounts of European companies. i

»  Its not just that poisonous substances used in processing cotton end up in the environment, but also that people are continuously 33;
and directly exposed to their effects while working — at times because they are insufficdently informed, at times because the cost of |
protective measures is considered too high, and at times because the employers couldn’t care less.

+ [fit doesn't turn up in any of the presentations, we should call attention to the well-known case of the Aral Sea.

- Today cotton is raised on a much larger area than what is really suited to it — hence the enormous amounts of enerqgy added in the i
form of pesticides, fertilisers, and irrigation.

A S P e

:;.Iust as in the other actlwtves, in order to make things run smoothly, itisa good idea to explain right from the
_beginning what is going to happen, a ncE only then dlstnbute the resources.

This activity is time-consummg due to the production of the posters In order to abbreviate the activity, it is
possible to work with just the texts escribing the phases of product;on, which the students can put in order

and present. Even these can be left out, if you don't want to devote time to discussing the risks associated with
raising and treating cotton. i .

Sometimes the three presentahens are ery snmilar in spite of starting from three different sets of texts. In order
to avoid repetition, indicate at the beginning of the activity, that the texts describe concrete environmental and
;soc:al risks. The students must decide which of the risks is most significant, and their posters should call atten-
 tion to that risk above all. In the course of their presentations, they then have to justify their choice. It usually
doesn’t happen that all th groups focus on the same rlsk so the presentations will be more interesting.

...... e e o e s i e

Transitlon to the next activity
+  Now that we have amore detailed notion of il that is needed to get a finished pair of jeans to our shop, let’s go back to the map one more
: time. You could be forgiven for thinking that al of these phases take place in the one country that tumns up on the label saying MADE IN.
Butin reality this is not the case. MADE IN identifies the country where the final phase of production takes place. Which in an extreme case
could simply mean that you import a finished t-shirt from wherever, print a design on it, and then you can put MADE IN CZECH REPUBLIC on
it. And you really have noidea what route the t-shirt has been on up to that point. So we are going to go on a trip with one pair of jeans. |
Be careful, this s just a typical case, and there’s no reason to think that every pair of jeans that we re wearing has made the same trip. Our |

example Is drastically simplified, but nevertheless gives us an idea of the trends. So let's suppose you are in Prague/Brmo, and you have
bought a pair of jeans labelled ‘MADE IN BULGARIA"..

T T S e s o T e
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Activity 5: Denim ti
Objective:

Students are surprised to learn what great distances:c_'fothing travels, an:
that the route is not direct, but rather back-_a;ﬁ_d forth. :

Students will again recall the sequence of
prewous actlwty 2

ases of production from the

« Students orient themselves oﬁ

Procedure:

=  We gradually draw the itinerar

llowed by t| .:"e._jeans in ourt?p :Phase of productinn ._ | - (nuntry.

cal case. g
.. s Cultivation [Kazakhstan i
+ Tostart with, mark a point at the place where we bought th = )
: ; : : L i Spinning Turkey
jeans. Invite the first student t :
the jeans were sewn (i.e. Bulgaria Weaving Raiwan
path covered by the jeans. Dyeing France

When we get to Kazakhstan, invite the students to try to estimate | Printing China ]
how many kilometres the jeans haue travelled altogether {roughly : i - *

- ; Sewing  Bulgaria -
35,000 km), which side of the equator they have been on, ort e- - . - . : i i
most distant point they have reached on Ihelr travels. P i m i :
Total Distance (km) 35000
+ Emphasise that here we are talking about one spec;ﬁc case, and e

we are not saying that all jeans travel over this same mnerary

S A e iy i A TS o T S e e A

i Impcrtantcontrlbutton from theteacher- e
- Gluballsatlonaﬂdthefreemovementofgoodspermitspmducerstolnwerthe{ostofmanufacturingdothes[andathergoods}'se =

much thata given phase of production always takes place in the country where that particular phase comes out the cheapest. Thanks
to that our clothes often travei more than people do

ittt e i S s

e i

Tips for leading the activity:

If necessary, clarify the resulting ﬁgure we measure d:stances between the geograph:cal cent _
tries, or between their populated areas, and in many places we may be slightly overestimating. On the other:
hand it would be good to observethat we are probably underesttmatlng the entire distance bec
been calculating these distances as the crow (or an airplane) flies. And IIKEWISE, the studies we are wor
from do not include additional pafi _the clothes such as zappers buttons, etc. o -

Obviously it is also possible to trace th tmerary in the oppos:te - e a— T ——
direction, i.e. to start in Kazakhstan, where the cotton grows, and to "3“5'““" to the next actmty
finish in the place where we bought thejeans = One of the teachers will leave the
- room, leaving the door ajar so that
he or she knows what is happening
inside. He or she will play the roleof
sweatshop boss. He or she canalso
dress up for the role, e.g. in a work
apron. This will serve as a symbol,
s0 that students understand that

5
£
4

If time is short the activity can be sh__ rtened by hawng one of the
teachers draw the itinerary on the | map. That will make the activ-
ity less interactive. (At the same time, if the teachers are workmg
with a group they don’t know, this activity is an opportunity for
them to find out how many of the students’ names they have r.&’_f’.-
membered from the introductory activity!) Sneaky tip: If you don't
remember anyone at all, there is almost always going to be at least
one Kuba and one Veronika in the group. :

the teacher is in a new role.

St T L




Duration: 5-10 minutes

Objectrve | Z Resources:
. Students wull experl «  One‘Welcome to the Sweatshop’
' Im(=.l '

- e chart for each student (Appendices
- . Act.6)
Procedure _ . -

- ~+ Onenote card for each student with
The teacher inside the room, without emotion or anyr further explanation, a description of the phase of produc-

comes the students to the sweatshop and announces that they wril sew tion he or she will be carrying out

Every trme th sweal
not been completed

Fora smaller group (ca. 10 students), productaen-con_tmues upto the'moment when the first jeans are com-
p!eteiy sewn. For a larger group, not so Iong that the game ceases to be fun.

much for the work

. The sweats hop boss tu

I s e S

Important contnbutlon from the teacher: -

- =« Thiswasa dearsample of a so-called sweatshop set up to produce posters. And stillit couldn’t simulate the heat, noise, unsanitary condi-

- tions and suchlike of a real sweatshop. That's how you save on labour costs: overtime, ban on going to the toilet, |rnmed|ately sacking
those who can't manage, obviously minimum wages etc. More about sweatshops and free trade zones in the sources.

- Ifall the workers of a sweatshop quit at the same time, the factory would still be able to run because s a result of the huge unemploy-

mentin those countries, there would be a new applicant for every free job. And what is more, the employees who quit would have a hard
time finding work anywhere else.

«  Why dont the governments of these countries protect their residents? Explain the problem called race to the bottom’

iR AP SIS




plausible. The students must perceive t at he change in the te_ f er'ls sym_b 'l'c. If you sense that the students
are getting into the game, there is no reason to be too kind. Don't be afraid 1mprovuse, lik sackmg people
without warning and so on. - -

If you are working with a less communicative group unwilling to answi
students into expressing themselves by voting. E.g.’So whoever like
in a job like that? Who thinks that the governments of these countrl
And who has no opinion?’ :

pen questions, you can cajolethe
_,;.raise:you_r. hands. Who would stay
know about all of this? Who thinks not?

Possible comments from the sweatshop boss: :..don't talk, don't go toth

t, ifyou have to then ma) mum
twice a day, and I'll keep the key! We' ve gor an espec_mﬂy urgent order, so il v

good. And I'm warning you, who ever doesn't agree can finish here bnd go _'
work until you're smoking out your ears Orlll sackyou nght now..

Trans:tlon to the next actwlty . :

= We should seamlessly add this to the debate whlch has arisen: ... When information about the conditions in the textile industry
reached the public, a whole range of companies started to be mferesred in guaranteeing their clients that they weren't violating labour
laws, and that their goods were being produced in humane conditions. A published, but nonetheless legally non-binding list of rules
concerning treatment of employees is called a code of ethics — one of the documents that you're going to get. And don't overlook the fact
that it’s in English. That reflects the fact that a firm often claims to have a code of ethics, and that consequently its employees are aware
of their rights. But in reality they only present the code to their empfoyees inalanguage that the workers don't understand. So it will be *
tough for rhem toinsiston rherr nghrs The second fextis an amn‘e fmm The Guard;an wh;d.l describes how rhmgs work outin rem‘n‘y =

R e L e

Activity 7: The Code vs. Reahty

Objective:
. < Resources:
Students describe conditions in textile workshops and explain the prob- '
lem with subcontracting. - : +  One copy of the code and one copy
; il o of the article for each student (see
Students pick out essential information from the texts. e

~ AppendicesAct.7)
Students compare two texts. :

T — S o 544 TR AN o e B it i S b
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Important contnbutmns frnm the teacher:

= « The code that we are using is not the actual code of any one company. Again, itis an example like the codes assembled by the non-gov-
emmental orgamsatmns worklng together inthe Clean Clothes fampmgn The students will get factual information from zeadlng the text.




Procedure:

+ Explain the tﬁi‘.lﬁ: on fﬁg_bas f the teX’gs_ (the article from The Guardlan and the code), decide to what extent
reality corresponds to what clothing firms commit themselves to in th:t_‘g_ij_r codes of ethics. The simplest way

to do thisiis for the students to underline every place in the article which describes something contradicting
one of the rules laid out in the code. :

 time théEéi‘:c:p_dent'éiih_ave-:(ii}.-s minutes),
ents can keep them.

- At the beginning, say how muc

ls nd warn them a minute before the
end. Don't collect the texts, the

« Asashort w'r:ap?t.'i':b, a_sk-:the students-;what':tjﬁéy ran into in':;fhe text that s prised them, what doesn’t seem

plausible, and so on..
Tips for leading the acti ity:

Ifthe age and language skills of the students permit; you_ can adapt and use the English text, possibly with
translations of some of the expressions. The ideal here should not be for the students to understand every
single word of the text, but rather to get a clear idea of the content.
Transition to the next activity: :
«  '.and now we can slow things down a bit- you've been getting a lot of information in a lot of different forms. Obviously it hasn't been g

!

1

S

§

exhaustive — we haven't got the time to chat about the historical roots of the present situation, nor details about the workings and |
relationships of particular connections within the textile industry and so on. In spite of that you can now try to take what you DO know |
about the problem and sort it out a bit—what makes you angry, what doesn't bother you, whatyou believe, what you don't believe, etc’ |

s S e IR R 1 I 1 SR 3 ST

ACtiVitY 8: P Oint Of Vi ew : / /" Duration: 15 minutes

Objective:

&

4 Resources:

they have learned up to now.

various attitudes written on large
sheets of paper (see Appendices
Act. 8).

f view and are capable of backing them up W|th

ints around the room, and invite the students to
fthe work they have done today, they agree with

should read through all of the viewpoints

wn opinion, or perhaps between two, if their opinion falls between to

neighbourin ;v'iewpﬁ}ints. :

- Ifastudent doesn't find any of the "s'tat_emgr:-ifé at least close to acceptable, then obviously he or she can
stand aside, which of course does not exclude him or her from the following debate.

- Assoonas théigiudez} s are stag;r;;dinb"ﬁy the v
priate to the situation, pose a few questions.

« While up t_f: now we have spoken | nk
tions, which can be advantageously asked:

in nur’ribe'rs.and facts, how-it is time to interpret them. Examples of ques-

- Foreveryone:

— The majority of the affirmations have |
We as Europeans, we meaning those of us here in the ¢




- Can they help themselves?

- What do you think that the inh
nies? (We they waiting until someone would empl

~ That'’s true, but do you think that the current way the we
to eke out a living at the bottom of a comme '
even imagine, and others are again depend n
sustainable in the long term?

« For the students standing near the afﬁrmatlon a

Important tontnhution from the teacher -
There is no easy answer to the question of what can be done about the problem.
- Students ﬁnally have the appartumty to express and perhaps to clanfy their attitudes.

Tips for leading the actmty

The questions for the students can be orgamsed in a different ! way altogether at your dlscretlon In the bes
case the students would lay out questions for their classmates: ho support the 0pp05|te opinion from their
own. (You can, in fact, directly invite them to do thls’What would you ask those who thmk that g

The benefit of this activity is that the teachers ﬁnally get to see
to their opinions. :

————— b e e A S

Transntlon to the next actmty-

»  Without a break, link to the preceding questmns with a new question for the students strongly supporting an activist attitude. Fine,
but what exactly? Have you got any idea of what we can do? (Quite possibly one of students will already have asked a similar ques-
tion.) Let’s get down ta that. Is there any concrete answer to the question of what mare enwmnmental.’y and socially viable alternatives
might exist? Something, that WE can do if by that WE we mean ‘the people the cotton is grown for and the r~shm‘s are sewn for’; WE as
customers, Before we mrmduce the alternatives, it would be interesting to see if anything occurs to any of you...
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ACtiVity 9: Alternatives on the Market g " Duration: 15-20 minutes
Objective: | - |

' ' ' ' " Resources:
. Students enumerate the pOSSibIlItleS open to the responsable ccnsumer
Printouts of photos of hemp, flax, and

and consumer campaigns, or reduction of consumptzon) -- bio-cotton clothing

Students discuss the validity of the altematwes (hand—me downs, repairs, & afairtrade t-shirt

§'mn0vat|0ns, ”C‘t buymggianythlng ik ideally, pieces of hemp and flax fabric

one leaflet for each student

1mportant contrlbutlon from the teacher
Consumer alternatives: bio-cotton, more environmentally-friendly natural materials, falrtrade and consumer campaigns, reduction
of consumption - hand-me-downs, repairs, innovations, not buying anything. . .. _
Besides clear information about the various alternatives it would be good to mention that one fair-trade bio-cotton t-shirt really :
doesn't change much. Nevertheless the students will be customers all their lives, which we hope will last at least another 60 years.
In that time they will spend a huge sum of money. That money is like a joystick that they can point in various directions, or also
like a ballot with which they choose the origin and impact of the goods they choose. By making certain choices within the range

of their possibilities, they can contribute to the improvement of conditions for people in poorer countries, or contribute to making
them Worse. :

T —— R

Tips for leading the actlwty

The activity is important because thmugh dlscussmn, even heated dlscussmn at times, we can work our way to the
hope that there are ways to change things. .

The course of the discussion will always unfold in a slightly different way, and sometlmes there won't be any other
option but to authontatwe!y cut off an interesting dlscussmn in order to have the time to introduce all the alterna-
tives (other\mse the whole program would miss its point a bit).

‘Conclusion: One more criterion
Objectwe |

T summarlse and explmtly express what we were really aiming at thiS whole time.

-;:Procedure

. Sowe hope that you have learned at least something new and f‘nterestfng,:ahd _r_har you will take on board the in-
- formation laid out here - according to your critical judgement. You might be asking yourself right now, what did
: we want to get. across ro you apart from that mass of ﬁgures and c!cums about the .-njust:ces perperrared against




. Open the chart to the list of crlterfa For many dffferent reasons, we think rha' one more criteria shauld go a!ong
is piece of dothmg have? What

now perhaps the have a deeper notion of what origin can mean

Tips for leading the actlwty (reﬂective varlant)

one of their own or to comment on the old or'ses They can then 'pu‘t their cr _ Ezr’;a inorderof i portance or pos-
sibly in order of how easy they are to apply. - :

You can write new things on the board or post themon the bulletin bc




Activity IV.

From the seed to the jeans

1st group

e
o

During the cultrvatlon of cotton, |rrigat|on is often used As a result, 50|l

~ gets salted up, deserts expand and the Aral Sea has been dramatically re-
- duced in size.

Crops are treated against pests. According to one estimate, in Uzbekistan

20 to 90 kg of pestrcrdes fall on each hectare ofrhe cotton ﬁelds each year

Modern cotton harvestmg machlnes are very expensive, so in Central Asia
they are replaced with children. Under the threat of being beaten, the chil-

dren working on cotton plantations must meet quotas assigned by the go-
vernment,

Once gathered the cotton is boug ht by government ﬁrms Machrnes sepa-

~rate the fibre from the seeds, and the de-seeded cotton is sold for further |
| processung The biggest consumers of cotton are the EU and the USA. |

In order for the cotton threads to meet the requurements of modern looms,

_ their surfaces are treated with substances made from starch, polyacrylics,

~and so on. To rinse off these substances, an enormous amount of water is
' consumed and polluted

To bleach the fabrics, organic chlorlde compounds are employed These
damage the breathrng passages of the workers. |

Up to 20% of the dye applied to the fabrics does not strck and goes right
- down the drain with the excess water into rivers and streams.

_ In semi-legal sweatshops known to exist, for example in Bulgaria, Turkey,
- and San Francisco, the people who sew the garments are those who would

have a hard time finding other work: immigrants, members of ethnic mino-

. rities, and socially vulnerable women. Their wages are under the legal mini-

- mum, and their working hours are significantly longer than the maximum
| permltted




Appendices | Activity IV,
2nd group
~ Cottoniis grown in monoculture conditions, which creates the ideal conditi-
ons for pests to spread. So to fight against them, pesticides are used up to 40 |
times a year. But the pests gradually become resistant, which in turn leads to
~ the need for higher doses of pesticide.

The majority of growers in developing countries fail to observe the neces-
- sary safety precautions when working with pesticides - either because they
- can't read them, or because they don’t understand the warnings on the la- |
bels, or because they can't afford the necessary protective equipment. Asa
result, pesticides poison thousands each year. - |

By removing fibres from the cotton bolls by hand, cotton of the highest
- quality can be obtained. Nevertheless, this manual harvesting is deman- |
- ding on workers, and exhausting for adult and child pickers working in the
direct sun.

Spinning and weaving are traditional crafts in India. But not even an expe-
 rienced craftsman working on a spinning wheel or a hand loom can com-
- pete with the quantity produced with modern equipment.

Some of the chemicals used in bleaching pools are caustic acids, but wor- |
kers stand immersed in them almost up to their waists, without rubber

- boots or gloves. Workers get unpleasant rashes and serious fungal infecti-
ons as a result.

: Dyeing takes place in large tubs. Huge quanti"ties of dye don't stick to the
fibres. After the water is steamed off, people collect the leftover slime from
these dyes out of settling tanks, often with their bare hands.

Clothing factories send some orders out to people working at home. But
these workers have no contract, and in this way the factory absolves itself
of any responsibility for their working conditions. The factories only ask for

~ the delivery of finished goods as quickly as possible, at the lowest possible
wage.




e
.

3rd group

In developihg countries, pesticides are used which are totally banned in
Europe and the USA because of their high level of toxicity. When these pes-
ticides are applied, huge amounts of them fall on surrounding areas, which

besides harming biodiversity also leads to significantly higher rates of can-
cer among the growers.

Overcast skies or rain at the time when the cotton is ripening leaves sta-
ins on the white tufts of cotton, and lowers the overall quality of the fib-
re. Growers spray the plants with other poisonous substances - defoliants,

which cause the plants’leaves to fall off, and desiccants, which dry out the

fibres, speeding up the opening of the bolls and the cotton’s rlpenmg

- Modern machines for harvesting cotton are very effective, but neverthe-
 less fail to take into account the gradual ripening of the cotton bolls. Me- |

chanical cotton harvesting therefore results in lower quality cotton with |

| Iarge amounts of |mpur|t|es

Modern cotton gins (machmes for separatlng the fibre from the seeds) can

- substitute up to 500 people working by hand.

~ High-speed spinning of cotton fibres into thread is facilitated by chemical
compounds produced from petroleum.

In the dyeing process, up to 20% of the dye does not stlck to the cloth. Just
 like the chemicals used to help in spinning and weaving, the unused dye
- goes stra:ght down the drain.

In South America, clothing production is concentrated in so- -called free tra-
_ de zones. Governments set these zones up in order to attract foreign in-
~ vestors, for instance by lowering taxes or by granting exceptions to some

laws. Results for the employees range from 12-hour workdays and sub-mi- -
nimum Wages to physmai injuries.




Activity VI.
Welcome to the sweatshop!

' 1.1 am cutting parts for the jeans.

2.1am quickly sewing on the

pockets.

3.1 am sewing on the fake patches.

ons.

5.1 am making fake holes.

6.1 am sewing up the fake holes.

7.1 am sewing together the parts of .

the left trouser leg.

8.1 am sewing together the parts of
the right trouser leg.

9.1am quickly sewing in the zips.

10.1 am sewing the belt loops on.

11.1am quickly sewing the buttons
on.

12.1am placing and trimming the
seams.

13.1am sewing on the labels.

14.1am sewing on the logos and
the brand names.

15.1am ironing the finished jeans.

16. 1 am packing the jeans
into plastic bags.

Appendices | Activity VI

Individual operations during the production of the jeans. Print them out and cut them apart. If necessary,
adapt them to the number of students by leaving out some activities, or continue to number them and repeat
the activities from the beginning.

- 17.1am cutting parts for the jeans.

18.1am quickly sewing or;“thé

pockets.

19.1am sewihg on the fake pa
tches.

tions.

21.1am making fake holes.

22.1 am sewing up the fake holes.

23.1am sewing together the parts
of the left trouser leg.

24.1 am sewing together the parts
of the right trouser leg.

25.1am quickly sewing in the zips.

26.1 am sewing the belt loops on.

27.1am quickly sewing the buttons

on.

seams.
29. 1 am sewing on the labels.

30. 1 am sewing on the logos and
the brand names.

31.1am ironing the finished jeans.

32.1am packing the jeans
into plastic bags.




This table represents manufacturing process of two pair of jeans.
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Activity VII.
The Code vs. Reality

War on Want report
An 80-hour week for 5p an hour: the real price of high-street fashion

Factories in Bangladesh are breaking pledges to workers made by big UK retailers

Randeep Ramesh in Dhaka
The Guardian, Friday 8 December 2006

4 Bangladeshi factory workers take part
& inaprotest to demand better pay.
Photograph: Pavel Rahman/AP

Some of Britain's best-known high street brands are selling “cheap chic” clothes at the expense of workers in
Bangladesh who are paid 5p an hour despite pledges to protect basic labour rights.

Employees in Bangladesh are forced to work excessive hours, refused access to trade unions and face abuse and

sacking if they protest, says the report, Fashion Victims, based on interviews with 60 garment workers from six
factories.

War on Want says that although Primark, Asda and Tesco have stated publicly they will limit the working week
and pay a “living wage” overseas, these commitments are flouted in their suppliers’factories. The Guardian,
which interviewed workers in Dhaka, confirmed the allegations of excessive hours and poor working conditions

in the report. Employees making clothes for the three retailers said they had no choice but to work longer than
the agreed 60 hours a week.

Nazmul, 24, whose job is to stick pins into shirts, said he regularly worked more than 80 hours a week, with only
one day off a fortnight. With overtime he makes 2,400 taka (£17) a month.“If a big order comes in we have to
work. [In Britain] you get three-for-two offers. It is we people who have to make the third shirt for you. There’s
no choice. We just get shouted at. There are others who will take my place if | do not work.”

Women, who make up two-thirds of the workforce, are particularly vulnerable. Another worker, Veena, 23, said
she was accused of stealing a piece of cloth and sacked after com plaining of sexual harassment. “| did not steal

but | refused to do what the manager asked me [to do]. There is no union. Who can | complain to? Who will get
my job back?”

War on Want says bargains in Britain, such as jeans for £3 and cocktail dresses for £6, are possible only because
retailers wrench lower prices from suppliers in Bangladesh who get clothes stitched at the lowest possible cost.

The country has the cheapest garment workers in the world, with wages halving in real terms in the past 10
years. Experts say a living wage in Bangladesh would be 3,000 taka, well above shopfloor salaries in an industry
of 2 million employees, despite massive street protests in September. Factories disgorge thousands of workers
into huge slums constructed of bamboo, tin and concrete above fetid inky-black lakes.




There are dangers, however. After garment factory collapses and fires in Bangladesh left nearly 100 workers
dead this year, safety has become an issue. War on Want claims emergency exits are often locked. Louise Ri-
chards, the charity’s chief executive, said UK prices were at “rock bottom” only because of exploitation. “The
companies are not even living up to their own commitments”

Mohammed Lutfor Rahman, vice president of the Bangladesh Garment Manufacturers & Exporters Association,
said western companies had imposed codes of conduct and sent inspectors to enforce the rules, counting fire
exits and auditing overtime records. “l am asked about how many light bulbs we use in the factory and where
is our toilet? But who pays for these things? The buyers’ profits are going up. But if we ask for more money for
improvements they say China is very cheap. It is a threat to move the work somewhere else”

Names of workers have been changed.
Source: http://www.guardian.co.uk/globalisation/story/0,,1967404,00.html

An acceptable code of conduct according to the Clean Clothes Campaign

1.The scope of the code is clear, and extends to all garment making units in the entire subcontracting chain.
2. The CCC's guiding principles for acceptable working conditions in the garment industry are comprised of the

core labour standards of the International Labour Organisation (ILO) and several additional standards. Briefly,
these include:

freedom of association health and safety measures

right to collective bargaining a maximum working week of 48 hours and voluntary
no discrimination of any kind overtime of maximum 12 hours

no forced or slave labour the right to a living wage

a minimum employment age of 15 the establishment of an employment relationship

3. The code should include provisions for implementation and regular monitoring and verification.
(www.cleanclothes.org)
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Activity VIII.

Points of view

Texts to be written on large sheets of paper:

This is totally unhuman and unacceptable. We cannot resign ourselves to it and need to do something to
change the situation.

No matter that we cannot help much we can at least refreain from taking part on it.
Sure, | don't like it. However, we cannot afford bying more expensive clothets,
The situation is really bad but we cannot change anything about it. Therefore, it makes little sense to deal with it.

Sure, the situation is not satisfactory. However, if we continue to support trade with these countries their in-
come will increase, poverty diminish and the living standars grow in the future.

That's simply how the free market is. We need to buy clothes whereas people in developing coutrines need job.
How would they get by without their jobs?




The story of
cotton

Cotton is one of the oldest

text:les However, the history of ats

appearance is obscure and we know

‘buta few facts.! Africais usually
~mentioned as the likely place of
'5§or|g|n but it could be China as well,

years ago. in the coastal areas of Peru and in Mohenjo Daro in the Indus
Valley of today’s Pakistan, archaeologlsts have found cotton fragments
more than 4 000 years old.

At first, cotton was lmported to Europe as a luxury good from India,
Persia and the south of the Arabian Peninsula. In the 10th century
cotton plants were probably grown in Spain. In the renaissance, cotton
was cultivated in other countries on the Mediterranean coast. The first
explorers of America found several different varieties of cotton plant

in the New World as well. Furthermore, in Mexico they encountered
quite a arge mechamcal cotton industry, further evidence of which

is a report that tn 151 9 Cortes was glven a nchly decorated cotton

:e amot tof Iabour mvolved cotton processing. Everybody -
who consrderegi his piant to be a money maker trred to lower the cos_t_

practlce, and for US cotton producers it represented an integral part of
the whole busrness However, for those seeking even higher profits, it
did not seem to be effective enough. This initially led to the invention

of the cotton gin by Eli Whitney (1765-1825); later on it resulted in the
industrial revolution, including all the technological progress as well as

socral problems involving workers in the factories.

This technologlcal progress caused such

that whereas in 1780 wool accounted f 8% of the textlle market, by
1900 it had been replaced b)’ cotton, wi _h reached a 74% share of the

world market

Today, cotton is still the most |mportant textale its share of worid
production is approximately 45%. It is popular mainly because of
its quahtles itis rather firm but soft at the same time, pleasant to

f and the trees grow there bea-
ring the fruit — wool - which in its
beauty and quality outdoes sheeps
. wool. The Indians make the;r dothes

- outof this tree wool then”
Herodotus, about 500 yeé‘r_s BC

The origin of cotton is obscure. Egypt,
Africa or China are cited as possible pla-
ces of origin.

For Europeans, cotton cloth was a luxury
good. It was imported from India, Persia
and the south of the Arabian Peninsula.

(otton was expensive due to the intensive

. labour required in processing.

Slavery was an integral part of cotton pro-
duction at the turn of the 19th century.

The invention of the cotton gin was a tuming
point in cotton processing, followed by the

- industrial revolution,

Wool was replaced by cotton which gai-
ned the lion's share of the world market.

Today, cotton accounts for approximately
45% of world textile production.

i
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Natural or artificial? _
All textile fibres used in clothing manufacture can be simply divided into natural and artificial fibres.
«  Artificial fibres have their origin mainly in petroleum (polyester, polyamide etc.) or h‘ley are made chemically using natural polymers; the most
frequent method is to use cellulose (e.g. viscose).
i » Natural fibres have been used much longer in dothing manufacture. This was due to the fact that their processing, despite its complexity, did
; not have to wait for the invention of petroleum and the development of complicated chemical processes. People always used the fibres coming
from those plants or animals that were easiest to access and process in a given area. In some places it was cotton, tropical ramie or jute; in others
fibres coming from the silkworm moth (silk), camel hair or Kashmir goats; in the temperate zones sheep s wool, hemp and linen prevailed. ,.
| Fibres coming from remote countries were traded, and the products made of them were considered luxury goods outside their countries of origin.
§ This was so until the complex mechanisms of colonization, industrial revolution, international trade and global economics made it possible to wear
|

R —

| dothes of the same kind and similar appearance in almost any part of the world. Today, what is luxurious depends in many cases on tota!ly different
charactensncs than the place of origin of the product...
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Develepment of the demand for textlles (as share on the world market}
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Cotton is grown predominantly in sub-

tropical areas. The most important pro- CO nve ntional Cotton CUItivation

ducers are China, India, the US, Pakistan, :
Brasil, Uzbekistan and Turkey. Nowadays cotton pla nts are grown in all the warm areas of the wor!d

‘a latitude
of 40 degrees North and 28 degrees South, in the so-called Cotton belt.
In terms of countries, the most important cotton producers art

India, the US, Uzbeklstan and Pakistan. o

Cotton growing fe}tfu'izr'es a warm climére, a deep layer of clay soils,
sufficient moisture in the growing season (the first 3-4 months of the
entire growing season, which lasts 4-6 months) on one hand, and a
dry sunny period at the time of ripening on the other. The growth

and quality of the final product - fibre - is affected by all the above
mentioned factors, hence the producers try to bring about conditions
as control!ed as possible. For converltzonal agnculture, this Eeads to
many inconsistent proaedures




-

[ Cotton s a product of the cotton-

plant. Cotton-plants (Gossypium)

are tropical and subtropical plants
of the mallow family (Malvacea).

 Hibiscus is another example of a

 plant belonging to the same family.
They grow as plants, bushes or tre- |
' esand they can be both annual and ;
| perennial.
|
| Out of approximately 35 cotton- |

plant species only 4 were ever used
L as arable crops, and nowadays just2 |
- are grown. 3

-

_ | The most frequently grown species
Uzbekistan, or w (90% of world production) is hirsu-
resources desires te cotton (Gossypium hirsutum). Its
means, though, that the wate requ:red for cultivation (up to 30m per origin s probably in Mexico. Its fib-
1kg of raw cottcm2 drawn f res are white, brownish or greenish.

Apart from the long fibres used in
 textile industry there are also the |
 so-called linter, stronger, shorter |

atlon -desert en!argement The best-known and the most - and unspinnable fibres with their |
xample of the zmpact of mtenswe cotton-growing is the colour ranging from white to brown, |
growing from the plant s seeds, Lin-
, - ——— = s e teris used as a source of cellulose.
} .
In 1954 the USSR started a monstrous project of The second most cultivated speci-
» desert irrigation in order to grow cotton. The rivers es is Barbados cotton (Gossypium
| Amu Darya and Syr Darya, which had fed the Aral barbadense) with its origin probab-
. | Sea between Kazakhstan and Uzbekistan for thou- ly in South America and the Antilles
 sands of years, were diverted into a system of irrigati- Islands. At present, it is grown espe-
in canals. The result is an environmental catastrophe cially in the wet and warm areas of
fan unexpected scale: Egypt, Sudan and Brazil. The fib-
P : - res are a rather creamy, sometimes
«  the Uzbekistan cotton fields require 20km?’ of water a year . brown colour. This species does ot
only 15% of the original area of the lake remains today, and it is divided into three parts have linter.
- since 1960 the water salinity has increased from 10 to 67g/1 “ . #
24 original fish species died out
+  70% of the Kara kalpaks (the local ethnic group) are unemployed
« the north wind picks up and carries away dust full of salts and pesticide residues, and
. spreads it over the surrounding area Due to artificial irrigation of cotton, soil
5 - theareais exposed to 43 mIItuns‘c_fdustayear . _ becomes salty, deserts expand, and water
.« researchers have shown that pesticides are present in water, food and breast milk courses dry out. The best-known and
.+ 90% of the inhabitants suffer from anaemia, with cancer rates increasing constantly most dramatic example is the desiccation
+ lung disease is the cause of death in 50% of cases* of the Aral Sea.
-
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Conventional cotton cultivation uses vari-

ous chemicals — artificial fertilizers, defo-
liants, desiccants, and large quantitiesof ©= = amﬁual fertlllzers Soﬂcatl_ :
pesticides. - e used* toa o

: cotton capsuies Howewer what make:
_the Iarge quantlty of pesttcudes empimye&n

Cotton fields account for more than 10%
of world pesticide consumption.

i of the world‘s pestlade"'
is that m y:of these chﬁmucals are hzghly toxic: for exan

- . — e e COmmﬁnly used for pest control, :s{:ias_
' Annan is a typical example of an India’n'cotton-gmi#er. He _(an:nnt read ] - WHO (World 3“"‘;0"93"_‘33“0“} as ext emei
orwrite, but in the local shop he can still get any amount of virtually any |  bro ' )
aggressive pesticide to protect his crop from unwelcome pests. Annan is
not able to read the fabel on the plastic container of the chemical he just
bought. He does not understand the waring signs referring to the level
of toxicity. Having applied the chemicals (which he sprays on his tiny field
i using a homemade duster - working barefoot and wearing rags - every
day and after every rainstorm), he quickly rinses them offin a bitof pump | = -
| water, which is precious and necessary for irrigating the cotton plants. living orgamsms fmm growing and they doso b
Annan has no idea that the nsecticide Monocrown does not wash off with | violating processes vital for life. Unfortunately,
| water. The carcinogenic agent penetrates the skin and causes nrevemble '_;--g.the" impact is not always limited to the species
b i tishaaith ~ they were originally developed to destroy. This is

_ An extract from German "?'f#?ﬂm Inge Altemeier ‘s documentary 100% w!mn:Madein India J I“UStrated by some Of the conseql;ences 0 ing.

bumlng,
of perceptlon'etc It alsaf‘mlght lead to death

Chronic po;soning does not come right after working w;th-pest: ’des,
~ the symptoms usuaily appear after a couple of months or even years.
Pectidid d ' he field The Iong term, gradual accumuiatton of poison in small doses causes

estiide sprayed over the fields | o000 aid concentration failure, serious depressions, confusion,
by a crop-duster does not affect - -
only the field, but also the sur- ~ speechim pediments, delayed reactions, mghtmares, drowsiness etc.
' rounding workers’ gardens. ~ Young people exposed to pestmdes experience learning and behaviour
| In 1997 Danish TV presented a docu- ~ disorders, reproductive disorders, and infertility. Insufficient immunity,

| mentary showing cotton fields in- -~ DNA mutauons, and growmgcancer rates are atso sersoys probiems
' Guatemala and Nicaragua being | .

;P;?{}:]eedw\.;gs {r;‘\:lzél:é;l3 mrraettsﬂr;“g ~ Indirect poisoning is alsoa hazard for those who do not work w[th

| there. According to the United States | pesticides directly. In many cases it is the cotton-growers’ relatives
| Environmental Protection Agency- | _ (children) who show symptoms of indirect poisoning. That is malnly
| s regulations, access to fields which | . due to inappropriate storage of the contaminated clothes, containers
| havebeen treated insuchawayisin | ' and the toxic chemicals themselves, Pesticides found in blood of other
i factprohibited for48 hours following e
: | peopie are further results of the contammataon of water and accessmle

the pestacide appllcanon




: i s : e . _ s
The Environmental Justice Foundation states that: i

ks = 99% of the deaths caused by pesticide poisoning occur in developing countries !
= 88% of 52 cotton-growers investigated said they never used any kind of protection when working with pesticides !
= + APAN UK (Pesticide Action Network) study showed that in 86% of Western African households mvestlgated, the valuable pesticides were §
stored in bedrooms. _ !
: + Ina Benin province, at least 37 people died of endosulfan poisoning within one season : g
' « Endosulfan is the second mostfnequentfy used pesticide in the cotton- ngmg industry. 3000 tons are apphed annually just in India,’? E
Accordmg to the World Health Organization estimates, 500000to 2 Atleast half a million people are poisoned
mil people are po;soned" ery year, and of these, 40 000 people die : by pesticides annually. Cotton production
] because of porson ing. Cotton is to blame fora quarter of al! the cases I3 accounts for a fourth of this number.
k - .
| J In particular, cotton-growers in
1 growers in the world -are part u[arly at nsk“‘ As they are often developing countries are at risk
the illiterate they are not able to read the user instructions or warnings because:
on the Iabels Even if they o read them the reqwred protecttve
+ their government legislation enables
more, it is not avallable there. Quite often there is not even enough chemicals banned in other countries to
clean water for washing. When eventual damage to health appears, be used
' dvan ge of deveIOpmg countries strikes —health services - the workers cannot read the instructions
- there is no protective equipment avai-
: lable for the workers
L rid countrtes is also evidenced by the fact - healthcare is inaccessible to the workers
v cal legal measures on the environment and human health
not as strict as regulations in developed countries; thls
enables producers to sell products containing substances banned by
1 E n and American feglsla'” on. The sad truth is that the producers
) are usually multmatuonai corporations (e.g. Bayer, Novar’cls ) well-
ye | "An 8-year-old boy was helping his parents to
SS - o weed cotton. Since he was thirsty, he ran back |
-Hat perform the task for home. On his way he found an empty bottle, He
which these sacrifices are | filled it with water from a ditch. Unfortunately, |
g ‘made. The targeted pest 5‘?’9” 1 he never got back home. Villagers found his dead
:becomes resistanttothe .= body next to an empty endosulfan bottle”'¢
poison, and the grower gets \, - i
in a vicious circle. He spends
- more financial resources (e.g.
ur in Benin, from 1999 to 2000
L “the sum of money spent on

Spraying is not a solution to the problem,
because the pest become resistant.
The growers thus increase the amount,
frequency and toxicity of the spraying.
This way, not only do their expenses
grow, but also the risks to their health.

: ch in 2001 was 2000 CZK per hectare
per year on a efage”) nd intensifies the frequency of spraying - 18 to
30 spraymgs on average per yearl hoping he can maintain the rate
er is forced to replace the toxic
chemlcai Wlth another even:more toxic, to which the pest gradually




GM cotton endangers local ecosystems
with irreversible contamination, and is
harmful to small growers.

i South India, the
~ years, The pe

There are children working in the cotton
fields in many regions of Africa and India.
They do physically demanding and dan-
gerous work which irretrievably damages
their health.

-

growmg is wndésp ad;_'Frbm West Afnca
to Egypt lndua teTurkmemstan children :

produd:_on ~ they wee
cotton bolls, and spray _th;

~ chemicals.

In five countries in central Asia, children from the age of 7 are forced to help with the cotton harvest.

In 2004, children harvested almost 40% of the cotton in Tajikistan.

In Uzbekistan, schools close down at the time of the cotton harvest, and thﬂdten have to meet quotas given by the government. The labour is
done for extremely low wages, often for free, while considerably high profit from harvest sales goes to the government.

If the children fail to collect the required quantity, they are threatened with lower marks or beaten.

One of the jobs children do in Uzbekistan is spraying pesticide using perforated PET bottles.

In Benin, cotton production is supported by bringing children from Burkina Faso.

An Egyptian report estimates that in 2001 approximately 1 million children worked in the cotton fields in zhe area,

In the Indian state of Andhra Pradesh, 240 000 children are employed in cotton production.”

) s A 850




Withe cotton plant get_ _ everythmg it needs during the growmg season
¥ Suit - bolls - ripen and burstgopen upon maturity, revealing the so far

' /creamy and downy fibres surrounding Mature capsules
‘e seeds. These fibres are the asic material for textlle production.

The first step on the way from the pfant to jeans is pl(: mg the cotton
uis, or collectmg the entrre bolls, called snappmg

Harvest (manual or mechanical)

£2pacity in one day is 1000 time gher % |In order to be able to cu'mpete
2gainst cotton harvested by expenswe machines, poorer countires try to
save on wages They employ children without protective equipment and
m strenuous working conditiol ‘under the direct sun.

The harvested cotton still contains seeds which have to be removed prior

%o further processing. The wa  of separating seeds are based on the fact

hat the strength of the connection between a fibre and a seed is only Seed separation (ginning)
about 25 50% of the averagé _bre strength. Till the gin was invented this

was one of the most Iaborlous parts of_ the cotton manufacturmg The

n’ed and combed so tha
'emo_vmg dirt, Ieaves and

(leaning

Ilow—up procedures, usually takes piace

; ih a different country on a different continent. Spinning

pnsmatlc bales, packed to Jute or

chemically treated against mould

10 exchanges taking place in harbc _ur cities by
:ompames Whlch purchase the cotton.

=petroleum-based} oils.




Weaving or knitting

manufacturing, the f
are impregnated wi
polyacrylates, etc.

 water—usually directly into the surrounding environ
devﬁlopﬁngﬂﬁquﬁt}ie_'g__._.___ e

-_'_I:_‘hese::_'a_rq;a_ later wasﬁej:__i_{puf: ddramedaway ogether with v

Bleaching and dyeing - There is"é SimliarpmbiemCOﬂnECte e biea chin g n d dyein e .
~ procedures almost any fa bric undergoes at some stage of manufacturing
 yarn is dyed as well as finished materials). Waste water takes awa

 bleaching bath components containing chlorine and the residues of
 thedyeing process, because up to 20% of the colours actually do not
n fabric '

 adhere to the fibres.” This occurs even though the cott .
Tcerization - or

s, in addition to hazardous bleaching, also treated by
= ":50_3#_5“97‘4";in. a solution of c_a_ustiéﬁf&;‘p’diq_m hydroxide.

Dyes are of natural rigin (more than 300 dyeing plants a

India, and up to now people have ofte made use of these tra
- methods®) or of chemical origin. However, the
 of dyeing in developing countries - a w
_ the dyeing bin, and with a stick or his hand rinses the f esito
of the bath and hangs it up to dry. Needless to say, the manipulation
of the bulky, water-soaked fabric is not easy. What the workers find
more difficult, though, are skin irritations - burning, itching, various
~ moulds - and respiratory problems. The cause is obvious: they spend
~alldayin a caustic bleaching bath reaching up to their knees and elbows
 and releasing chlorine, and they pick the colour sediment with their
_ bare hands etc. The Danish documentary Killer Bargain” featured at the
~ One World film festival in 2007 clearly shows that in these count Bs,
0 .~ protective equipment is used only exceptionally, even when carrying out
How fabric is treated L such Haz{:;r_dous_ o’ﬁér’ation s . L e -

_ Prior to becoming a piece of clothing, the fabric usually goes
. through a__n'umber oﬁ-;othef;t_real;nie{j‘:;:;_: pr@perﬁ?s Ofthe f?b“’:f:g
e — i f:f;ié:;? : .SUCh aS cl‘easil‘lgl susceptibiﬁtyto stati C electriclty etc”aremodfﬁed



&y other chemicals, and the outer side is embroidered or has a

fshionable pattern printed on it...

Cutting, sewing, ironing. ...

I the fabric characteristics match the i_hi‘tial requirements, there is only

ame more thing to do - make a garment. To cut, sew, and iron.

Compared to the above mentioned operations, these tasks seen'r
simple. This is probably only because somebody else is doing them
for most of us. And what is more, we do not see in what conditions.

Strategy of the Globalized
Clothing Industry

3 Phases in the industrial garment
productlon

Pre-manufacture prep stage - thls stage includes
=ii steps ieadmg to a garment desrgn The des:gn

:horough market analysrs.and ongomg fashion trend
monitoring. An important role is played by demand
on the part of retail chains, or more precisely
customers, although their taste is considerably
shaped by fashion trends and retail supply.

The pre-manufacture prep stage takes on
different forms in different clothing companies.

Taking pr;de in orlgmahty, the most prestigious
ones pamper their own desrgn artists; others
employ designers who find inspiration at fashion
shows, and it is not unusual for a clothing
company to simply buy a product design from
2n independent designer.

The production stage itself — includes all procedures
starting with cutting the fabric, through to sewing its
‘:Jnstatuen__parts together, sewing in zips, completing the
garment with buttons, decorations and labels to the final
aressing and packaging of the ﬁmshed product.

Follow-up marketing uses all po_s__s_l_bie methods to reach
ane objective - sale. We can perceive how marketing

and advertisement make a customer long for a product;
advertising’ siogans:iir]king the product toa certain feeling

svents; contests, etc. A“brand ‘as a symbol of this phase
of product;on, is probably the one ‘most often used in the

“Our strategy for North Amenca Iles in an intensive orientation to brand '
| management, marketing and product design as the means of satisfying our |
. Customers” requests concerning casual clothing. Transferring a significant &
. partof our production from the USA market to business partners all over the |
- world will enable us to be more flexible in resource and fund allocation for |
| brands. These steps are necessary if we want to remain competitive. * :'

John Ermatinger, chief executive officer of the Levi Strauss Americas division, 1996%

(" MADEIN...
According to the law we should be able to find the name, |
+ size, full name of the material and care instructions on each |

garment s label. As for the origin, it is obligatory to indicate |

~ the producer or importer. However, there are no requlations |
| regarding the “producer 's” actual share in the manufacturing |
+ (which is clear in the importer s case). Thus, we might never |
| learn what conditions the garment was made in.
| The same is true about the country of origin. The well-known |

“made in" is optional in European countries, and even in the |

- states where it is obligatory (USA, China, Japan), there are no
- unified requlations. Each country has its own conditions regar- |
| dingits use.
§ Therefore, more and more often “made for” replaces “made |

in", which only illustrates what is emphasized in the globali- ;

zed dothing industry ~ the brand is important and the origin
. should not be noticed.




minimum. There is an apt lab
d by the clothing companies

_ Apair of jeans and their journey |

 In 2001 two correspondents of The Guardian tried to track the place of origin nf‘_éne pair of jeans, specifically a pair of Lee Cooﬁ@iﬁ_i[]ﬂ, which -
- were sold at discount for less than £20 at the time. ' - i

 donot consist solely of denim. The fabric for the pockets was delivered to Tunis from Korea, after being treated in Pakistan.

- kilometre of the journey, this garment, valued at less than £20, was treated by people who rarely had the same attitude towards the Lee Cooper
 brand as the people in the advertising campaigns. ' ' : ' '

Although not all :j':e:éms__-_q_z_e Lee Coopers, and of course not all of them ‘wa'ndé;‘ the same way, it is highly probable that the jeans in our wardro- ¢

The jeans were delivered to the shop in Ipswich from a store in the north of London. Theyhad reached London from a similar store in Amie
(France), to which they had been transported by ship and train from Tunis - more precisely from Ras Jebel, a town of approximately 3000 inhabi- |
tants and three factories. Every day, in each of these factories, over 500 people manufacture garments for the Lee Cooperbrand. |
Compared to the fabric and raw materials used in the jeans, this hot, noisy place called R'a's'igbe! is actually not so farfrom the shop in Ipswich. |

Denim  the fabric the jeans are made of comes from Italy, where it undergoes dyeing and other procedures. The synthetic indigo, which imparts |

o the denim its typical blue, was in this case produced 505 km to the North, in Frankfurt, Germany. As a matter of interest: the pumice stone '

they use n Ras Jebel to scrub the blue out, giving the trousers the look of a wom-out pair, comes from Turkey.

There are several sources of cotton for the denim. The Italian producer imports most of its denim from Benin in western Africa, Obviously, jeans

Assorted polyester threads were supplied from Northern Ireland, Hungary and Turkey while dyeing took place in Spain. The petroleum needed

to produce polyester was provided by a Japanese company, and the teeth for zips were produced in France. The German Prym Company obtains |
copper and zinc for the buttons and rivets from deposits in Australia and Namibia. - - - o e
We could go on about the logo labels and tags with the care instructions. The jeans bought in Ipswich have already travelled the world at least
once anyway. ; P 0 s aE e ” oy
The authors of the article state that in tracking this one particular pair of jeans, they counted at least 64,000 km. They also add that along every |

bes have also travelled a similar distance.”

Haffmans presents another case study. “Her pair of jeans, also boughtin Great Britain, arrived from Bulgaria. The fabric the Bulgarian seamstres- |
 sesusedwas printed in China, dyed in France, and woven in Taiwan. The fibres for weaving were spun in Turkey from cotton grdwn in Kazakhstan. § -

The study did not take into account the zips, rivets or labels. Regardless, the jeans travelled at least 19,000 km.

take on all the associated risks. They themselves are then ex
another risk, probably the most worrying from their p int of v
they meet the client’s often very strict requirements on t

~ deprived of profit and perhaps of future orders as well.




Why run the nsks7

Why are people frdmi-the so-called global South willing to do this
soorly-paid work? The rural areas of developing countries are more
and more affected by the ‘rich North' lifestyle. Fields are quickly being

surned to industrial zones, resorts, golf courses in extreme cases.
=aving lost their jobs in agriculture, people set off to try their luck, i.e.
=arn a salary, in the cities. Although th majority of the people leaving
%or the cities are young people, usually women, their generally low

their only option.

vel of education does not ena ble them to apply for anything other
than unskilled jobs. And this is the kind of work offered by the clothing _-

ndustry.

Race to the bottom

Looking at the enormous and continuously changing
stocks of clothing in shops in rich countries, it might
appear that the clothing industry is, as far as unskilled
iabour is concerned, insatiable. Nevertheless, even the
market for unskilled labour is highly competitive.

To understand the situation, it is necessary to consider
not only the generally low level of education and

s inaccessibility to most people, but also the large
ncrease in population and the oppressive poverty

of many ‘global South’ countries, Such conditions
make the unqualified job applicants compete

for employment. As they are not armed with any
exceptional knowledge or skill, the only thing =~
they can use as a competitive advantage isthe

willingness to give up their entitlements and rights. In other words;
 willing to work in hazardous, shocking conditions, Once they
are employed, the fear of being replaced by someone waiting in the
long queue prevents them from complaining, even if the working

they are

conditions strongly violate their rights.

The Multi Fiber Arrangement (MFA)

Even since the MFA

B T B b s T —————
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tal legislation, etc.

S S E——

(see the box bellow) was cancelled, the tex-

| tile and clothing market cannot be referred to as a ‘free market’, |

I In 1999 53% of cotton growers were supported by direct subsidi- |

i es; from 1998 to 2002 the USA spent 14.8 billion dollars on the-
| sesubsidies, "
| The lion’s share of the subsidies goes to big agricultural concerns, |
- which then sell their cotton below cost and decrease the value of 1

| this commodity on the world markets in general, They themselves |
 still make profits, since they sell large amounts, while the African

. and Indian growers are deprived of their profits. ;
| Although the USA has committed to cancelling subsidies by 2013, |
| OXFAM, a non-governmental organization, estimates that cotton- |
| growers from Mali, Chad, Benin, and Burkina Faso will lose more
{than 1.5 mil dollars in the meantime.*

"

T

The subcontractors in the world’s poor
countries approve of this system, as poor-
ly-paid work in the clothing industry is

i

J

Race to the bottom: in the effort to attract
foreign investments, poor countries com-
pete with each other by offering tax bre-
aks, weakening labour and environmen-

Theintemnational trade in textiles and clothes is the only industry which was until recently subject to the international import quota system. The pur-
sose of the MFA was to protect European and American producers against competition from countries with fast-developing dlothing industries. A |
smit setting the maximum volume of exports to the developed countries' markets was allotted to every significant producer from the group of develo-
ping countries. This quota system fundamentally changed the layout of the world clothing industry. Having reached the limit in one country, the only

aption for clothing companies was to move production somewhere else. Consequently, the industry grew even in the most underdeveloped regions |

of the world, such as Bangladesh or the Philippines — states which would otherwise have remain unnoticed by clothing companies.

Aithough originally the MFA was designed to apply only for § years, this period was prolonged several times. Not until 1995 did members of the World
“ade Organization agree to a gradual elimination of the quotas, leading to their total abolishment in 2005,

%55 still too soon to evaluate the results of such derequlation; however, experts have already expressed their concerns regarding its effects in those

ssor countries which had become dependent on clothing exports. In a free market environment, they will not be able to compete with e.g. China or |
nidia, which apart from a large and cheap labour force, have sufficient infrastructure at their disposal.*?
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if T—shlrts r.ould only speak.
t British journalist and activist Anita Roddick
| went to Bangladesh to bring back stories of
{ women sewing clothes for the European and
| American markets. The interviews were pub- |

lished in The Ecologist.
+  Women sewing qarments for one of the

best-known entertainment companies in |

the world are forced to work from 8.00 am to
10.00 pm ~ fifteen hours a day, seven days
a week, for just 20 cents an hour. They were
allowed one day off in the previous four mon-
ths. They are cheated of their overtime pay,
and are always paid two or three weeks late.
- Workers sewing clothes for one of the lar-

gest sports retailers in the world, a European |
| human labour with machines. The garment :ndustr’y IS unlque |n this

company, worked from 8.00 am to 10.00 pm,

seven days a week. Before important export
i __Work is indispensable (sewmg parts together,

~ etc.). Actually, almost any kind of garment productaon process can be

shipments, they were kept straight throu-
gh from 8.00 to 3.00 am the next day. Then
they slept on the factory floor, curled up next
to their sewing machines. A bell would ring
at 7.00 so that they could get ready for the-
ir next shift. They were paid 10 cents an hour,
The workers reported being slapped and bea-
ten for not reaching their production target.

«  The workers went on strike demanding

one day off a week, an end to all physical
abuse and payment of at least the minimum
wage. The striking workers blocked a trailer

truck trying to leave the factory. All the stri-

king workers were sacked. The owner called

in the police, who attacked the workers with -

clubs, beating men and women. At least six
people died, and forty-nine were hospitali-
sed, "

Women who sew some of the best-k-
nown labels in Europe and the United States
repeatedly said that they needed permission
-a ‘gate-pass - in order to use the bathroom,
twice a day at the most.

» One workers” housing complex was
actually built on bamboo stilts over a stag-
nant, polluted lake. The floors and ceilings
were rough wooden planks, There were no

| windows in the tiny rooms and there was
i very little light. In the summer the rooms
| heat up like ovens and the place is noisy at

- all hours of the day and night, The mmplex;s

hcmem 2 00[] people o

.......
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: As the global econom ¢ setting. aliows international corporattons i

~ their place of work quite easily, countries themselves resort to th!s___:___._:.
' strategy. Aiming to attract foreign investments, they vie with each

legislation, and building infrastructure or industrial zones etc. a

_ to minimize the product:on costs, but resultmg in a!armmg w0rkmg
~ conditions not only in the garment industry.

Ty

Free trade zones

~ companies might proﬁt from the transportation, storing, handling and

whose hands most of the garment business is concentrated, to change

other by offering tax breaks, weakemng labour and enwronmental .

their own expenses. In professional | literature, the above-mentioned
processes are referred to as the ‘race to the bottom - a strategy aimin

[n"most industrial sectors, production costs are lowered by replacing

respect, as it tnvolves operatlons where fine ana
sewing in zlps, pressmg

divided mto such sample, reiatzvely independent operatlons

The already mentloned system of sub- suppllers, 50 typlcat forz-t e'
clothing industry, is bt.ult to these speaﬁcat:ons The basis is always
a relationship between a clothing company - the submitter, and a
subcontractor - the maker of the garments or their parts

Both sndes enter mto a contract that is why this speual submltter
- maker relatmnship is sometimes referred toasa subcontract. or

the operatlons from other entlt!es as well

A subcontract ora multt»level subcontract can take on various Forms
Here are three vanations that are usually mentroned

Free trade zones are one of the so- called Export processing

~ zones (EPZs), UNIDO (the United Nations Industrial Developmeot

Organization) defines a free trade zone as ‘a relatively small, clearly

_ specified area within one state; its purpose is to attract export-

oriented industrial sectors by guaranteeing advantageous terms

- for investment and trade compared to the rest of the host country

Most importantly, free trade zones provide the advantage of

duty-free import of the material to be processed' It means that ‘_
both domestic and foreign compames can import the raw mateials ]
without paying tax on it, process the materials using cheap labour, |
and then re-export the final products or semi-products. Apart ]
from investment incentives in the form of customs and tax breaks, '

other infrastructures, or from the presence of the necessary suppl_lers



Sl

n some countries companies
orofit from exceptions to labour
and environment legislation -
free trade zones are notorious for

non-observance O'féhviréh'mentai. ;; -

regulations, very low labour-

aw standards, low wages, Ilmlts

or outright prohibitionson
trade union activities* etc.®
Furthermore, export processing
Zones are more and more
frequently private property, which
enhances their character of being
a state within a state, surrounded

by a high wall, out of the public

Compared to other manufacturing

sectors, the clothmg mdustry does-- '

not reqmre.__ _ __
special technical eqmpment ~ it
is an ideal sector for free trade

zones in developing countries, and

therefore has a large presence in
them. In particular, it is common in
£PZs in the countries where there
is a huge unqualified labour force
available instead of capital. This

i
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The migrating swallows
Free trade zones are set up by governments with the aim of attracting foreign investment, boo-

A R SRR A

sting economic development and creating job opportunities. However, there are some catches |

to the present system of global trade. Although the manufacturing zones, often blessed with

i several years of tax breaks and exempted from some regulations, usually attract the investors,
i due to the competition with other countries’ offers they rarely manage to keep the investors

behind their high walls long enough for the countries to start seeingthe benefits of this invest-
ment. The factories of individual producers migrate, like swallows, to the places which are most |

favourable for them,

' i The promise of job opportunities is related to this, too. The factories in free trade zones provi-
{ de a huge number of jobs — in 2000 over 20 mil people worked in EPZs in China alone, over 1

mil in Mexico®. However, apart from the fact that the jobs in question are monotonous, require

about the fate of thousands of employees, unexpectedly fired from a factory which is not nee-

" no skills, and offer no possibility of promotion, they are also extremely unstable. An investor |
- isactually interested only in two things: the speed of at which orders are filled, and the quali- |
ty of the manufacturing.*® Thus a promise from a different producer - in a different town, diff- |
| erent country or maybe on a different continent - to do the same work at comparable quality, |
. meeting the same deadline, but at the same time cheaper, is enough for the submitter to move |
i the "production” there without any hesitation. Normally nobody is interested in how many |
+ employees will carry out the cheaper production, or at what wages. Nor is anybody asking |

ded anymore, Their misfortune remains the silently overlooked price for the almost unbelieva- |

ble flexibility of the global trade. i _
i Nevertheless, it should be obvious that where people ‘s income hardly covers their cost of living

and the government does not obtain its share of tax revenues, one cannot expect economic or
sociai deveiopmenl ;

is also the case in regions where the development

of the textlle mdustry was stl

_ulated by the system

for exarﬁple‘, in Bah'g;;:la'desh the Philippines and

China,

ut EPZs exist in at least 86 countries and their

aumber is constantly growing.* They are common
in the coumries of Middle America - Honduras,
Nicaragua, Mexico. That is where the much-used
name for factories located in the free trade zones
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Working conditions in the dothing
industry:

e = azema

Sweatshops

A Sweatshop is a smaller. acto
workers n"mappropruate condutmns, lmmlgrants, membe '

El Monte: Thal immigrants’ mghtmare

On August 2, 1995 sweatshop was discovered in El Monte, L’allforma 72 Thai immi- ':.

qrants wee sewing garments there for renowned American clothing companies. The
public was appalled by the slave-like conditions some of the immigrants had been
working in for 17 years. The employees worked for 18 hours a day, supervised by

- armed_-gﬁar‘ds. They slept in groups of 8 to 10 in double rooms, with rats running
- around them. The complex was surrounded by barbed wire. Unmonitored phone-

calls and uncensored letters were forbidden. Even shopping had to be done within

the complex — food and other necessary things were suld there at prices about 4 or

5 times more expensive than in a shop.

They had left rural Thas]and for the promise of a gooci job, income to feed their fami-
lies. They had probably paid a lot of money to smugglers to get there, and still paid
high ‘rent” for a place to sleep, just like with other sweatshops. Now they were
living in their dream country illegally and in dark garages. Under constant harass-

ment they were sewing garments for well-known chains” customers, justin orderto §

be able to — at best — earn money for the journey home.
When their story was revealed, it attracted the public's attention and inspired the
formation of several activists” groups, fighting for the rights of sweatshop workers=*

However, as shown in a report from 2003 about uncovering Brazilian sweatshops

| producing for the (&A* chain, there are still an unimaginable number of people,
. and not ;ust Asmns suffering a sumllar fate

e A R o s

The dothing industry is based on the
system of subsupplies; a subcontract
is @ contract between a submitter
and a supplier who performs a preci-
sely specified operation; the subcon-
tractor assumes the risks as well as
the responsibility

 legally run;w@:};kshops, bu"t:;"thisdifferen_c
-~ goes hand m hand with a muth blgger

4

their job or thelr presence m the country is tliegal Working |!Iegaiiy, _

the employer.to collect workers” travel documents, orto todge them
inan enwronment detrlmemai to their hea!th Tlike cellars et_c _o!tce

' :sweatshops theILO speaks_offorced Iabourf'2

Orthe mmlmum

the submitter opts for a subcontrac-

tor according to the production costs

of a particular operation within a

particular area

the subcontract takes on three forms,

considerably affecting the working

conditions of the workers:

~ export production zones (EZPs)
and maquilas

—  sweatshops

~ home-based work

rewardtofilla cleariy stated order at a placethe worker chooses him-

iHome based work

Asia, eg.in Bang!adesh in 1993 at least 80 000 people were seWIng

Accordmg to the ILO home based work is work done fora wage~based

or herself. Regarding the clothmg mdustry itis usually mdustrzal home-
based work. Its most typl__C_E_l_I characteristic is a SImpIe task setting.

Together with the task, the worker usually obtains all the materials
needed for the completron of the order i

Home—hased work usually represents the last part of the suppiiers
chain, Itis typlcal for the countries of southern and south-western



~ Made by women

- Despite the fact that there are over 30 mil péc’pleofbo!hsexesemployedm!herextlrelndu- i

 stry, alarming working conditions are unenviable privilege of women. Women, usually aged
* between 18 and 20, form 80% of the industry workforce* (up to 95% in Eastern Europe®).
While the executive and supervising positions are occupied by men, the worst-valued (both
metaphorically and literally) work is left to women. Deeply-rooted social stereotypes about
the leading position of men and also about the value of women ‘s work are still dlearly appa-
rent here: sewing is considered a natural women ‘s ability which does not require any special
effort or qualification, and it is paid accordingly. Women are denied the possibility to receive
higher qualifications. If they still manage to become qualified, their salary remains 20-30%
lower than that of men doing the same work.**

Moreover, women are discriminated against in other ways, unlike men:

» Women battle a critical lack of toilets: at some places they stay open only for a very short
time, within which 45 women have to take turns to use them; in another factory only 1
toilet is available for men and 1 for women, while 920 people work there. That is why
Indonesian women have to wear dark clothes at the time of their menstrual period.

‘The supervisors shout at them and sexually harass them.

When leaving a factory, African women are searched for stolen things. Any check which
involves taking off underwear is carried out by women, but not necessarily out of the
sight of men.*

Women forced to work till late at night face the danger of rape on their way home.

A woman applying for a job is asked about her marital status, or if she has or plans to ':

have children, and whether she uses contraceptives. She is sometimes forced to buy a
pregnancy test and if she refuses or is pregnant she will not be accepted.

In some factories women have to show their bloodstained sanitary pads every month to

prove they are not pregnant.
Pregnant women perform operations just as difficult as others, and at some places they

are assigned even more demanding tasks — they have to stand instead of sitting, they |

are transferred to warmer rooms to ircing,- for example, etc. The aim is to make them leave
ﬁor suffera misc_arriage 50 th'_a_t the employer saves on the matemity leave.

In such condmnns women suﬂ‘er f}oth physically - from malnutrition, exhaustion, pain and
overwork - and mentally: from hurml;atlon, separation from family or their children, whom
they cannot be bringing up because of the long working hours.

Traditionally, women played the role of caretakers in society — they took care of children,
household community. If they are pmducing dothes for the rest of the world and the tradi-

Although the particular forms of the
employee — employer relationship diff-
er in many ways, it is possible to describe
working conditions in the globalized clo-
thing industry in several points — more or
less applicable in the individual cases:

the wages are very low, often
under the level mandated by law and
under the level which is necessary to
survive in the given country

the working day usually lasts
12-14 hours, and when there is an
urgent shipment or an order needs to
be finished, they are even longer

frequent overtime is required,
and paid only partially or not at all

the job contract rarely takes a
written form, so the possibility of
demanding rights hardly exists

trade union activity is
suppressed or forbidden

sanitary conditions at the
work place are alarming: heat,
insufficient ventilation, noise, poor
light, no evacuation system

employers often require too
much of employees, thus
restricting their freedom: e.q.
they are not allowed to talk at
work or to go to the bathroom
freely; women are forced to use
contraceptives and they have to
involuntarily undergo pregnancy
tests, etc.

due to dependence on the world
market situation, the jobs of
millions of people are extremely
precarious

or the above me

frcedintoit by | ¢

2 small child or children, looks after the househoid etc. and is demed
maternity leave or acked'becau of motherhood or age, home-
lbased work is her only poss___ ility. What her co%leagues m_economlcaliy




(" What do we have
to do with that?
- Over 23 ITIlI tons of cotton are
used every year
Almost 2/3 of it is manufactured
by the textile industry
_ The vast majority of the clothing
~ produced in countries in the
global South is for export.
The USA, EU and Japanese mar- | -
kets together consume 74% of |
world clothing production.*
The average EU resident consu-
mes nearly 20kg of textiles a year,
in comparison to an Indian who
~ uses about 2 kg.# -
An average Czech spends 4908 B
CZK on clothes and footwear per e
year® .. - :
The truth be told, it is actually us -
customers - who stand on the far
end of an imaginary path from cot-
ton seeds to jeans, for example. With
{ our decisions on how to spend quite
a large sum of money (strictly hypo-
thetically: in 50 years, a family of four |
spends nearly 1 mil CZK on clothes |
and shoes), we support a certain way |
of manufacturing clothes and influ- |
ence the fates of the people and the |
environment related toit. Itisuptous |
what those fates will be.

rooms the workplace is not sepa :
members of the household ln p'

What we can do

prefer organic cotton or other orga-

nic fabrics

prefer traditional textiles: wool, !

linen, hemp i ituses na tomc pesti:::des,:

buy Fair Trade e far as organlc cotton is concerned thls means its cultwat:on,

recycle clothes: wear hand-me- ]

downs, second-hand clothes . the environment. Similar, if not better, qual:ty of ﬁbw-:s achieved by -3

reduce consumption of clothes : proven tradlt:onal procedures alternat:on of crops in the ﬁelds, natural

prefer Czech products i | )

support consumer campaigns — by plants. Different specnes pest—attracttve eg. sunﬂowers are pi

taking action or otherwise - around the fields. The pests’ natural enemies also become heipful in the'
: fight agamst thEm b;rds, parasﬂes etc. ' .




Currently, orgamc cotton is grown in 22 cauntrles and more than
31,000 tons are produced annually. The biggest producers are Turkey,

India, China, the USA and Tanzania. It is grown on small farms in Benin -

and Uganda as well. They benefit not only from protection of their
health and the focal ecosyste"' but also from the lower costs (they
save on chemlcals), premiums for the organ:c quality, and free control
over the” income as the trade with orgamc cotton occurs outside the

ents made of organic cotton is nearly as
wide as for conventlonal cotton. However apart from verification of
the organic origin of the raw materials, organic clothing production

is not subject to any legislative measures. While there is a unitary

label to indicate products made of organic cotton: “100% organic/

bio cotton’; the labelling of the organic. garments - i.e. certification
that the whole production proce ss is controlled in a certain way -
differs, since it is prowded by a Ia__:ger number of private standards and
brands. Nevertheless in the case of organic clothing, a customer might
consnder the=!abel organlc or ‘bio _ufﬁuent s

The ":zech market for garments in organic materials is still quite
limited, Most frequently it is cotton underwear, children’s (especially
baby} clothes and nappies. Add|ttcnaliy, the assortment of towels
and dressmg gowns is growing. The bio-textile brands offered in our
market are, for example: Boweewl (Holland), Popolini (Austria), Disana
(Germany) or bGreen (USA). Currently, the biggest Czech trader and

producer of chlldrens organic-cotton clothes probably is the Biobaby __

Company. Orgamc-cotton clothmg for adults is available in e-shops:

WWW. ecomamma ¢z, www.biosfera.cz and www.bioobchod.cz. As for
ps, organic cotton can most often be found in specialised

Fa:rTrade shops and shops offermg heatthy food. There are also a

e essaryt add that the orgamc/blo label does not say anythmg -

about the workmg C

demand fol hese matena!s, and thus the;r productaon, dropped
considerably. Today there are numerous reasons to return to them

2gain. Their advantages are their utility and the fact that flax and hemp:

cultivation and s heep breedmg are

i

i .'_J- i
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Forgotten hemp

. Hemp fibres have been used for making fab-
 rics since the 3 millennium BC. It has always

been valued for its superior strength and dura-
bility, and that is why even Levi Strauss chose
itto produce his first work trousers — the worl-
d-popular jeans. The deline of hemp as one of
the most frequently used sources of fibre star-
ted when the process for manufacturing cot-
ton was discovered and improved. The defini-
te end of hemp use came with the Marihuana
Act, passed in America in 1937,

Nowadays, hemp is regaining its value, this
time as an “ecological plant” with inexhaus-
tible possibilities for use. It is 5o hardy that no
pesticide treatments are necessary, and it is
even said to improve the soil quality. The lar-
gest volumes of hemp are manufactured in
China, Poland and also in Nepal. In the Czech
Republic, species containing less than 0.3% of
THC substances are allowed to be grown legal-

o ly. However, hemp for use in the textile indu-

stry is not currently being grown here. This is
because of insufficient public awareness of
of, and the rather high cost of harvesting and |

. manufacturing machinery for it.” )




FAIRTRADE

=

Fair Trade or Fairtrade

A

S T Ry,

_on uf a proctuct

While Fair Trade means a system of fair
trading, Fairtrade is just the certificati- |

. traded in accordance with Faerrad '

ch:id or fcrced labuur was used fo

nd stable IEIBtIODShIp between produ_: ers andz_ _ ders which i is as

 direct as possible. The origin of goods is ensured either by a FAiRTRADE-
 certification label or an ofgamzatlon S membersh!zp in WFTO the Worl
.. 'Fa[rTrade Orgamzatlon - -- -

The main Fair Trade commodltles are the so«called coloniai goods:

~ coffee, cocoa and tea, although clothes are increasingly offered by -
these spec&a!ised organizations. The most typical goods are scarvesor
_ garments which are traditional in their countries of origin, and which are

usua!ly made af 1ocally acce 5|ble fabr:cs - s:lk cotton, wool, alpaca etc.

even to the retal! network 7

In addmon to all the general Falr Trade pnnc:ples apphed to fair clothmg,
the preservation of traditional craft skills and handiwork in Fair Trade
cooperatives is also emphasszed A cert!ﬁcatlon for the manufactunng

. process itself does not exist yet, so the origin is guaranteed by the
 traders’ membershlp in the WFTO association, Additionally, there are

a growing number of producers of Fair Trade cotton clothes who u

_ certified organic cotton, and thus the social dimension of Fair Tradé .|§

complemented by the enwronm ntal one.

Inthe Czech Repubhc there are sti _',':no clothes avatlable from producers

engaged in Fair Trade, or they appe _only except;onally There is no.




ntal pomt of view, this way is
e material that would otherwise
i r mcme tor; second through zero consumption of
new goods 10 haz rdous p ductron is supported Nevertheless the

loss of}obs in the textile industry. Export of cheap
surplus _othes from ﬂcher to poorer countnes, e.g. to Sub-Saharan
Africa
i oying thousands of people, cannot
ices of the imported used clothes
al mdustry is rumed However,

'__ment-frlendiy way than conventional clothes. By buylng a
Cmch prod__ ct, we can decrease the negative impact of long-distance
n 2 S ime time support the declining Czech
n ) our own skills, or the sk:lls of freelance

uce a piece of cioth:ng, it is rs
imghly probable that to s some exten_ we cause harm to something or
we realize how many garments we buy every
w==r and how little we have worn them when we discard them’, it
se=ms clear that reducmg the amount of cIothmg we comsume is mo




the free trade zones and sweatsh_‘ ps. However, there is st1|| somethm
~ we can do i

__-_Consumercampalgns

Clean (luthes (ampalgn {(Ct)

The CCCis a Furopean initiative, launched in 1989 in the
\ Netherlands, which now operatesin 11 countries. In each
| of these countries, the CCCis a coalition of nongovem-

| mental organizations, trade unions, church organizati- |
ons, etc. working individually on the national level. They

are joined by trade unions and nongo\veznmental orga-
| nizations from deveiopmg countries on the internatio-
| nallevel.

| The goals of the orgahization, actively pursued by all

members of the alliance, are to improve working conditi-
P g i for unacceptable manufactunng Cﬁndmc)ns Non- proﬁt

ons in the garment and sportswear industry, and to sup-

port workers in these sectors, To achieve them, the (CC

| uses a wide range of activities summed up in 4 catego-

L ries:

. - raising public awareness of the practices of the most
famous clothing companies, and based on this infor-
mation, mobilization of consumers to take action
towards improving them
exerting pressure on the companies to accept
responsibility. They are usually asked to adopt
‘codes of conduct” and to ensure that all company
suppliers adhere to them

acts of solidarity, i.e. support for workers in the-
ir struggle for labour and human rights, e.g. throu-
gh demonstrations or letters sent to the company’s
management etc.

example, finds opportunities for legal challenges,
and makes efforts to change individual countries’
legislation etc.”

L
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\
 institutionalized form of non—governmemal organizations,
_are probably the most typical initiatives aiming : at 1mprovmg

Campalgns targetmg consumers, aften takmg the

production conditions in the clothmg industry. The main

idea is to provide consumers with information on the

production and trade conditions in the conventional
clothing mdustry so that they can use thelr spending
| power in a positive way and exert pressure on responsible -
~ companies. and institutions. The campalgns point to

the order submitters, i.e. clothing companies which order
production and state the conditions of the contracts-
deadline, prices, material, desugn etc.-as the party resporzsnbl

organizations require the clothing companies to acknowledg
their responsibility for the manufacturmg conditions at their
suppliers, and to take appropnate measurm to improve the

situation. For practica! reasons, the campatgns predommantly
aim at well-known brand-names which are easy for consumers.

toidentify and which, to a certain extent, set the tone for the o
whole clothmg sndustry . i

_Examples of consumer campaigns are Clean Clothes

_ Campaign in Europe, the American Sweatshop Watch or -
Canadian Maquila Solidarity Network. The means of reachmg:
~ their goals are similar in all of them. These maens include

publishing and distributing leaflets, organizing public debates,:"

'_semlnars demonstranons, media campalgns and pettttons

: ::.;factorles, and lobb i onthe ohtlcailevel e. m the Iaw»
lobbying and actions on a political level. The CCC, for 4 ng B g

makmg process orin awardmg public contracts, are lntegral

_parts of their work as well. (Seealso the e box)

| A national CCC affiliate in the Czech Republic has not
| been established yet. However, a Czech consumer can |
{ join the direct campaign’s action via these websites:

| www.deanclothes.org or www.saubere-kleidung.de.

Changesin the common practices of such companies as Nrke, .

‘The Gap, Tommy Hilfiger, H&M and others show that the ﬁght

is not in vain. Consumer campaigns sparked massive protests

'agamst these companies in the 90s, and they resulted inthe
-mtroduction of so-called codes of conduct documents -

and their supplters in developlng countnes They deal wnh
the prohibition of child and forced labour, payment of at -

least the minimum wage, and compliance with labour laws.
Unfortunately, although these voluntary ethical com mltments
are promises ¢ of change in terms of workers ‘rights, it appears
that they are a gimmick for creating a ‘good company image’

rather than an effective tool for improving working conditions.
' This is because the codes are usually formu!ated too broadiy,




oronly the main suppher is subject to them, 50 they do not apply to
the subcontractors. Reseafchers also found that in many factories

- campaigns focus mainly on the consumers, their
websites offer not oﬁly; a lot of useful information which might serve
as a guid when choosing moteSSOCEally~friendly clothes, but also

it industry in developing countries.
e informed about the production --
practrces of clothmg compames, to show disapproval when they realise o
that thezr favourlte company violates labour laws, and to boycott goods

Consumer canr pa yns make our effort to change the working
conditions in th__ c!othmg industry easier for us - they research the
data for us, organize petitions, write letters addressed to the chief
executives of those companies found violating their commitments.
It does not mean, though, that the people who do not want to or
not join the campaign actions —e.g. people with no access
ho do not speak a foreign language etc.- are forced
e not wﬂlmg to reconcile ourselves to the

: _houid take without exception. For

 interested in who made it, and

made. In other words, we should

e do with that information is then
for our conscience).

Rims of consumer campaigns:

monitoring
spreading the word on conditions of
production
creating guidelines and tips on how
to participate in improving the cur-
rent state of affairs
exerting pressure on clothing compa-
nies to:
accept a responsibility
adopt a code of conduct
ensure its principles are upheld by
all subcontractors as well
lobbying during the law-making pro-
cess
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'. Where to buy things?

...or alternatives available on the (zech market

. _(as of Octoher 4,2007)

A small range of bio-clothes by assurted brands is avallable on;
WWW.ecomamma.cz -

www.biosfera.

www.bioobchod.cz

www.biotricko.cz

www.dobrykramek.cz

www.bundles.cz
- Www.mamaja.cz

www.bettymode.com
www.biomamma.cz
www.vitek-odevy.cz
www.etique.cz

~ You can find organic-cotton garments at:

H&M - amidst conventional dothing, carrying a black label * orgarut cotton’
ZARA - organic-cotton T-shirts have their own rack Iabelled organic cotton’
C&A - a large number of jeans for both men and women, other trousers and 'f—shlns, dlffentlated from conventi-
onal clothes by an easily visible beige label “bio cotton” :
You can find garments made of bio and meade cotton in the Switcher company’s cata!ogﬂe an
www.switcher.cz

Fair Trade clothes, mostly T-shirts, can always be found in the Fair Trade shop Na Zemi, Pekaska 16, Bmo

Fair Trade cotton pfoducis made of Fair(rade'mtwn are also in the offer of Marks&Spencer

Hemp clothes pmduced in ethic conditions, made of ecalngtcally grown crop are sold by:
WWW.ecovoice.cz -

www.thtc.cz

www.ekooko.cz

www.grateful-hemp.com.

Linen clothes are available from many pmducem Original hand-printed garments for example can be found here:
www.jocha.cz — the company Jocha based in Uherské Hradisté

Czech wool garmems made in environment friendly way for example can be found here:
www.prirodnivina.cz — socks or gloves from pure wool (www.surtex.cz)

The list is of course not exhaustive. The assortment of bio and Fair Trade clothes is growing fast, hemp; flax and
wool eamn well-deserved popularity. Despite this, many of our consumer requirements regarding “ecological” and
“ethic” clothing will probably remain unsatisfied. If we do not want to give them up we can still start sewing and
knitting ourselves, use tailors” and dressmakers skills or at least look for companies where there is no reason to
worry about unacceptable working conditions. '

Here are some examples of companies with manﬁfacturing premises in the Czech Republic:

REJOICE — A Czech company producing patched trousers and other mostly sports garments labelled with a litt-
le flower in Vysotina

BUSHMAN — a Prague-based producer of outdoor clothing made of natural materials including hemp
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Why shall we ask who produces our clothes

Clothes, food and shelter are considered to be one of the basic human needs. The reason for clothes
to be included in the list is its primary function: the protection of body against cold and bad weather,
as well as against other people’s eyes. This function, however, tends to be supplemented (or even
replaced) by the symbolic function of clothes, i.e. by their ability to carry various meanings. We are
interested in who is wearing what, because we believe that via clothes we can find out who the oth-
ers are. In the same way, we care that our clothes express our unique personality. Put in other words,
we believe since ages, that clothes make the man. Many generatiom ng: “How? How do
o be very interest-

ing. Spmnmg, wnawng as well as sewing used to be a basic skill F\«m though this kind of skills has
gradually been vanishing, it was still possible a few years ago to spot and even visit the place where a
particular piece of clothes was produced. It usually wasn't a long way to go.

As the world has become increasingly interconnected, which is true for the garment industry as well,
the question of the origin of our clothes is becoming more interesting and intricate.

Using the example of cotton and its processing up to ready-made garments in shops, this work-
shop aims to show that it is enormously interesting and even desirable to ask who has produced the
clothes for us. Not only as regards our conscience, but mainly as regards the lives of those through

whose hands the clothes have gone before us.

www.svetvnakupnimkosiku.cz/skoly
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: Spolecnost pro
www.fairtrade.cz

air Trade

Educational Programme World in your Shopping Cart was financially supported by the Czech Ministry of
Education, Czech Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Partnership Foundation and the Brno Municipality in 2008.

5 NADACE
Ministerstvo Zivotniho prostiedi B ‘ R | N I (] l -PARTNERSTW
Ceske republiky b2

Document is printed on recycled paper - inner pages - and paper from FSC (certifying sustainable
forest management) and other controlled sources — the cover.




	FT1
	FT1 001
	FT1 002
	FT1 003
	FT1 004
	FT1 005
	FT1 006
	FT1 007
	FT1 008
	FT1 009
	FT1 010
	FT1 011
	FT1 012
	FT1 013
	FT1 014
	FT1 015
	FT1 016
	FT1 017
	FT1 018
	FT1 019
	FT1 020
	FT1 021
	FT1 022
	FT1 023
	FT1 024
	FT1 025
	FT1 026
	FT1 027
	FT1 028
	FT1 029
	FT1 030
	FT1 031
	FT1 032
	FT1 033
	FT1 034
	FT1 035
	FT1 036
	FT1 037
	FT1 038
	FT1 039
	FT1 040
	FT1 041
	FT1 042
	FT1 043
	FT1 044
	FT1 045
	FT1 046
	FT1 047
	FT1 048
	FT1 049
	FT1 050
	FT1 051
	FT1 052

